eapside, Ring- street, 
MANCHESTEF. 
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That the Library shall be open to every 
Seatholder, and also to any attendants at the 
Chapel, recommended by a Seatholder. 

2. The books will be delivered out every 
Sunday, half an hour after each service. 

3. No book is to be kept longer than two 
weeks.—A fine of twopence to be paid if it be 
detained a third week. Periodicals sixpence 
per week, if kept more than one week. 


4. Not more than one work to be allowed ** 
at the same time ; nor more than two volumes 


of the same work. 

5. All injuries done to the books to be paid 
for by the person in whose name the injured 
book is entered. If the injury be great, a 
new book to be purchased. R 

6. That an Annual Meeting shall be held 
in January, of which notice will be given, 
when the Committee and Officers shall be ap- 
pointed, and the Treasurer's accounts passed. 
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PREFACE. 


4 rae Volume of Prayers was intended to ac- 
company that ſor the Uſe of Families, pub- 
liſhed by the Society laſt year, The deſign of 
both publications, which was firſt ſuggeſted by 
ſome reſpectable Laymen, is nearly the ſame ; 
that of ſupplying perſons of Unitarian ſentiments 
with a ſufficient variety of forms of devotion, free 
from exceptionable matter. This deſign, it is now 
hoped, will be found to be executed in ſome de- 
gree to the ſatis faction of thoſe by whom it was 
projected. As it is the firſt attempt of the kind, 
it is probable that others will hereafter find am- 


ple room for improvement. 


Of the propricty of providing forms of prayer 
for the uſe of individuals, as well as of families, 
no doubt can be entertained by thoſe, who have 
any acquaintznce with the feelings and wants of 

| a 5 * the 
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iv. 


the religious part of mankind. There are many 
ſingle perſons, who live in ſituations, where they 
cannot enjoy the benefit of Family Prayer, who 
are yet very defirous of worſhipping the Divine 
Being in private, but have been Ciſcouraged from 
making the attempt, or having made it have ſoon 
aid it aſide from the difficulty of confining their 
thoughts to an inviſible although ſupremely excel- 
lent object, and of addreſſing him by continued diſ- 
courſe with ſuch language and ſentiments as they 
could approve, and ſuch as were likely to prove 
Proſitable to the worſhipper. To ſuch perſons 
printed forms ef addreſs muſt be an acceptable 
and uſeful aid; and it is preſumed, that they 
will be no leſs uſeful and acoeptable to many 
others more happily ſituated in this reſpect, but 
who cannot ſatisfy themſelves with offering ad- 
dreſies to the Divine Being in public, and would 
eſteem it no leſs a pleaſure than a duty to worſhip 
him in private, were they not embarraſſed with 
the like difficulties. If there be ſome that want 
not this aſſiſtance, they muſt however be pleaſed 
to ſee a ſpirit of devotion encouraged by removy= 


ing 


— 
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ing the obſtacles, which prevent the cultivation 


of ſuch a temper in others. 


It may be proper to ſay a few words reſpecting 
the ſources from which theſe compoſitions have 
been obtained, and the manner in which it is 
propoſed they ſhould be uſed. The Prayers for 
Morning and Evening for one Week, with the 
exception only of that for Thurſday Morning, 
Which is taken from the Diſſertations of the late 
Mr. WzsT, of Exeter, on the L's Prayer, 
and of the two forms for Friday, which have 
been tranſcribed from Biſhop HoapLy's Plain 
Account, are the compoſition of different Diſ- 
ſenting Minifters, who, as they had no object in 
view but the advancement of rational piety, have 
no deſire to be known, The two firſt of the 
ſhorter forms were taken from a Volume of Ser- 
mons and Tracts by Dr. Apams, 8vo. 1777, the 
two laſt from the before-mentioned work of 


HoapLy. Theſe are intended for the accomma- f 
dation of thoſe, who may nat always have time 


for uſing the longer forms. 


Of 


vi. PREF ACE. 


Of the Prayers on particular ſubjects, thoſe on 
the exiſtence and attributes of the Divine Being 
are taken with only the change of perſons from 
FosTER's Diſcourſes on the Principal Branches 
of Natural Religion and Social Virtue, 4to, 1752. 
It is to be lamented that the excellent author, 
xho deſerves to be regarded as the father of ra- 
tional devotion among the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
as. Biſhop HozpLy was in the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, did not draw them up originally for the 
uſe of .inMiduals, to which they are certainly 
much better adapted than to ſocial worſhip. Had 
that been done they would not probably have 
been ſo little noticed, Theſe forms may either 
be read in the morning and evening, after the 
others have been finiſhed, or uſed, according to 
the judgement of the individual, at any time of 
the day, whenever there may be leiſure and in- 
elination for retirement. Some of them will be 
found very proper, after any remarkable occur- 
rence, either of a pleaſant or painful nature, inaſ- 
much as they expreſs ſuch ſentiments reſpecting 


the character of the Deity, as it may be deſirable 
: to 
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to recollect and impreſs upon the mind on theſe 
occaſions. It is when the mind is agitated with 
fear, joy, or grief that it is moſt ſuſceptible of reli- 
gious impreſſions. For this reaſon two diſtinct 
forms are inſerted for the uſe of perſons in a 


ſtate of affiiction or proſperity. 


We are indebted to Dr. LEzcyman for the 
prayer, adapted to the caſe of a perſon lamenting 
the imperfections of his character, which is bor- 
rowed, with a few omiſſions, from his valuable 
Diſcourſes on Prayer. It was thought deſirable 
by a friend to this undertaking, that it ſhould 
contain prayers adapted to the principal domeſtic 
relations, the duties of which occur to be per- 
formed every day, and upon the fulfilment of 
which ſo much of the comfort of life de- 
pends, But the idea was not ſuggeſted till it 
was too late to be executed. In conformity 
however with this opinion a form is added at the 
end of the volume, which with the alteration ſug- 
geſted in the note may be uſed by a perſon ſul- 
taining any of theſe relations. This wiſh is no- 


ticed 


viii. PREFACE. 
ticed here, in the hope that it may be more com- 


pletely accompliſhed by ſome other perſon. 


Should a ſufficient number of prayers on the 
ſubje juſt mentioned be hereafter furniſhed they 
will appear in an Appendix to the preſent yolume. 


For what is to be underſtood by praying in the 
name of Chriſt, the reader is referred to the preface 
of the Collection of Family Prayers. If any of the 
expreſſions of gratitude, love, penitence, &c, in this 
collection ſhould be found ſtronger than the feelings 
of the reader will juſtify, or the language in other 
reſpects not to correſpond with his ſentiments, he 
is requeſted to alter or omit as he may think proper, 
it being paiticularly deſirable, that nothing ſhould 
be preſented to the Divine Being, which does not 
accord with the genuin2 opinions and feelings of the 


worſhipper. 


Exeter, Sept. 26, 1798. 
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P.ge 27, line 12 from the top, for bene ſicient read beneficent. 
40, line 5 from the bottom, for woiſhip read worſhip. 
57, laſt line for cireumſtance life read circumſtance of life, 
go, line g from the bottom, for undeſerving read undeferyed, 
100, line 2 from the top, for it read its, | 
102, line 6 from the bottom, for underſtandings read un- 
derſtanding, | 
143, line 11 from the top, for enfinitely read infinitely, 
135, line 12 from the top, for patently read patiently, 


A PRAYER FOR THE Lord's Day Morning. 


LMIGHTY and eternal God, and our 
moſt merciful Father ! Thou art the 
High and Holy One, who dwelleſt in that 
light, which is inacceſſible, unto which no 
mortal can approach, Ever may I, thy 
rational creature, eſteem it my high ho- 
nour, my noble privilege, that I am per- 
mitted to appear in thy preſence, and to 
ſpread my wants before thee, my ever gra- 
cious and compaſſionate Father in heaven, 
who art tenderly concerned for the happi- 
neſs of all thy creatures, 


Conſcious of my weakneſs, and inſuffi- 
ciency for the diſcharge of my various duties, 
I bow before thee, the Father of my ſpirit, 
the author of every good and perfect gift, 

A hum- 
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"humbly and earneſtly imploring thy gracious 
aids to animate me to the exerciſe of every 
devout, benevolent, and virtuous diſpoſi- 
tion; to fortify my good, but weak reſolu- 
tions; and to make me ſuperior to every 
temptation and difficulty, in the chriſtian 
courſe, 


Look down, O Father of Mercies, with 
compaſſion on thy frail dependant creature, 
ſurrounded with wants, which I cannot of 
myſelf ſupply; beſet with dangers and 
ſnares, which I cannot foreſee, or prevent; 
and liable every moment of my lite to be 
duced into the paths of error and folly, by 
temptations many and powerful. Never 
leave me to myſelf; never forſake me, O 
God of my ſalvation; conduct me, with 
innocence, ſafety, and honour, through the 
various ſtages and temptations of mortal 
f lite : and when Thou haſt anſwered all the 
ends of thy Providence by me, here on 
earth, may I finiſh my courſe with joy, and 
have an abundant entrance adminiſtered to 


me into thine everlaſting kingdom. 
Enable 


19 
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Enable me, O God of wiſdom, to make 


a wiſe and faithful improvement of che ſea- 


ſons and means of religious edification. 


May I worfhip Thee, the eternal Spirit, 
this day in ſpirit and truth, May my heart 


be affected with deep humility, with fervent 


gratitude, with ardent devotion, when I 
Join my fellow-creatures in offering up the 
acknowledgments of homage and praiſe to 
thee, our ſupreme, benevolent Creator, to 
thee, our unwearied benefactor, in whom we 
live, move, and have our being. May I 
engage in the ſeveral acts of public worſhip 
with pious affections, and with ſuch diſpo- 
ſitions of mind, as become the diſciples of 
the bleſſed Jeſus. May I receive the prin- 
ciples of divine truth, the leſſons of evan- 
gelical wiſdom, into a candid, teachable, 
unprejudiced heart. May I derive from thy 
word deep impreſſions of heavenly and eter- 


nal things. May thy word dwell richly and 


habitually in me, becoming the ſpring of 


my conſolation, and the rule of my conduct. 


Make me not a hearer only, but a ſerious, 
3 con- 


. 
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conſcientious, conſtant doer of it: and in 
my obedience to it, may I enjoy all comfort 

—and hope; attain to righteouſneſs, purity 
and dignity of character; and become more 
and more meet for the everlaſting regions of 
righteouſneſs and truth. May all the ſer- 
vices of this day have the beſt effe& on my 
mind, invigorating my devotion, enlarging 
my benevolence, improving my love of 
goodneſs, purifying my affections, and ele- 
vating my views. 


May theſe opportunities of improvement, 
ſacred to devotion and virtue, he my de- 
light. May I love the habitation of thy 
houſe, and the place where thy honour 
dwelleth. May all, who profeſs to believe 
in thee, O God of nature and of grace, and 1 
in Chriſt Jeſus, whom thou haſt ſent, im- 
prove theſe ſeaſons to the ſacred purpoſes to 
which they are ſubſervient. May all wor- 
ſhipping Aſſemblies be animated by the ſpi- 5 
rit of prayer and devotion. O God, the 3 
Father of the ſpirits of all fleſb, affiſt them i 

—_— 
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to pray, and hear their ſupplications, flow- 
ing from ſincere, humble, and penitent 
minds. May thy bleſſing accompany the 
preaching of thy everlaſting Goſpel, May 
all its miniſters be enlightened, faithful, and 
zealous, and the truth, as it is in Jeſus, diſ- 
play its divine energy, in the inſtruction of 
the ignorant, the converſion of the ſinner, 
and the edification of the ſerious Chriſtian, 
in knowledge, holineſs and comfort. 


May 1 meet thoſe, with whom 1 ſhall 
worſhip this day, in the chriſtian ſpirit of 
affection and love. With hearts, united by 
one faith and one hope, may we bow, in the 
name of one Maſter and Saviour, before 
Thee, the one God and Father of all. May 
our hearts taſte ail the pleaſures of religion 
and of ſocial devotion. May I be found 
worthy to meet my fellow-worſhippers be- 
fore thy eternal Yhrone in heaven. There 
may we adore thee in the ſublimeſt anthems 
of homage and praiſe. There may we be 
united to the ſaints of all ages, and to the 

| As angels 
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angels of light, for ever to celebrate thy 
perfections, for ever to enjoy thy favor, for 
ever to magnify that love, which hath called 
us to eternal glory through Jeſus Chriſt, 
Amen. 


Loxp's Day EVENING, 


LMIGHTY and moſt merciful Father, 

the author and preſerver of my life, 

the bountiful ſource of all my enjoyments |! 

To thee, who haſt added another day to my 

life, and crowned that day with ſo many 

bleſſings, would I now bring my evening 
tribute of thankſgiving and praiſe. 


I deſire to thank thee for the common 
bounties of thy Providence, which accom- 
pany me every day of my life; but more 


eſpecially, at this tiene, for the opportunities 
thou 


-- 
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thou art pleaſed to afford me of ſtrengthen- 
ing the devout feelings of my own breaſt by 
the ſociety of my brechren, in offering thee 
the praiſe and homage due to thy Divine 
Majeſty; for having thy will explained to 
me, whether communicated by the works 
of nature or the ſcriptures of truth; the 
meaſures of thy Providence vindicated, and 
my duty inculcated from the plain rules and 
awful ſanctions of the Goſpel. To thee, O 
God, do I hold myſelf indebted for whatever 
uſeful knowledge I may at any time have 
acquired by theſe means, and for every im- 
preſſion made upon my mind in favour ot 
virtue and piety. Before thee, my daily 
benefactor, and final judge, would I alto 
take ſhame to myſelf for the many inſtances, 
in which I have neglected to improve the 
important advantages, with which thou haſt 
favoured me. OY 


If I have been inattentive to my duty 
this day; if my heart has remained un- 


moved, while recollecting the excellencies of 
thy 
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thy nature and the bounties of thy Provi- 


dence, and unaffected with the ſacred truths 


of the Goſpel; if I have not felt that ear- 
neſt deſire to improve in knowledge, and 


grow in virtue, which became me as a diſciple 


of thy Son, and an heir. of immortality, I 
humbly beſeech thee to extend thy mercy 
to me. Graciouſly overlook the follies and 
infirmities of thy ſervant ; and accept of my 
penitent acknowleCgments, accompanied 
with ſincere purpoſes of amendment, May 
grief and ſhame for paſt failings awaken fu- 
ture diligence, and make me more careful 
to avoid the like offences for the time to 
come, May I ever keep in remembrance, 


that, as to thee I am indebted for all the 


means of improvement which J enjoy, ſo to 
thee I am accountable for the uſe I make 
of them; and that thou wilt ſeverely puniſh 
all thoſe, who are guilty of wilfulnegligence. 


If any good impreffions have been made 
upon my mind by the religious ſervices of 
this day, may they pot be effaced by the 

| cares 
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cares or pleaſures of life; but may I carry 
them with me into the buſineſs and employ- 
ments of the enſuing week, and feel their 
happy effects as long as I live. May ad- 
miration of thine excellencies incline me to 
imitate them, May every repreſentation of 
the righteouſneſs of thy adminiſtration, and 
of the perfection of thy character, diſpoſe my 
mind to be better ſatisfied with the diſpen- 
ſations of thy Providence, and with the con- 
dition thou haſt allotted me. May the fre- 
quent warnings, which are given me of the 
dangerous conſequences and deceitful na- 
ture of ſin, fill me with deep concern for 
every inſtance, in which I have fallen into 
vicious indulgences, and make me more 
watchful over my future conduct, May a 
ſenſe of the reaſonableneſs and importance 
of my duty excite me to perform it with 
diligence and chearfulneſs; and, ſince life 
is ſhort and uncertain, and future opportu- 
nities of improvement and ſervice may be 
but few, may I make a wiſe uſe of all thou 
art pleaſed to beſtow, 


As 
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As religious ordinances are of no value, 
but as the means of advancing our progreſs 
in picty and virtue, may I not judge of my 
improvement in religion by the time I may 
be willing to devote to ſuch ſervices, but 
by the happy change they produce upon 
my temper and character, and upon the 
growing conformity of my life to the pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel. 

O thou Father of all men, extend thy 
mercy to the whole race of mankind. May 
thoſe corruptions of the Chriſtian religion, 
which have ſo greatly deſtroyed its beauty 
and efficacy, and ſo long prevailed, be 
ſpeedily removed. May the time ſoon 
come, when the unity of thy being and the 
ſovereign prerogatives of thy nature, ſhall 
be univerſally acknowledged, and when all 
worſhip, paid to inferior beings, under 
whatever form, ſhall entirely ceaſe. May 
every other addition in doctrine or diſcipline, 
which has been made to the fimple religion 
of the New Covenant by the folly or wick- 

edneſs 
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edneſs of mankind, be done away, that 
the light and comfort of pure Chriſ- 
tianity may be felt by all. For this 
purpoſe, do thou diſpoſe all thoſe, who 
have attained to the knowledge of the truth, 
to profeſs it openly and without fear. May 
neither the love of praiſe, nor the love of 
filthy lucre, nor any other ſelfiſh principle 
prevent them fram acknowledging them- 
ſelves, or from inculcating . upon others, 
the genuine doctrines of the Goſpel; and, 
above all things, incline them to recommend 
the truth by a good example. 


To the mercies of another day I beſeech 
thee, O heavenly Father, to add a night of 
undiſturbed repoſe and retreſhing ſleep, that 
with the returning light I may enter up- 
on the bufincſs of life with renewed 
ſtrength and ſpirits. May that, and every 
other day of this mortal exiſtence, be em- 
ployed in a faithful diſcharge of my duty, and 
hereby conſecrated to thee, who haſt a 
claim to all I am, and to all I can do, To 

| thee 


\ 
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thee, the only living and true God, be aſ- 
cribed everlaſting praiſes. Amen, 


« Wo 


Monpay MoRNINS. 28 


NFINITELY bleſſed God! Thou art 

worthy to receive praiſe and glory from 

all tny creatures; and with a humble and 

thankful mind may I now preſent the ho- 
mage, which thine excellencies claim, 


I reverence thee as a being, whoſe know- 
ledge comprehendeth all events, whoſe 
power is irreſiſtible, whoſe - mercy. never 
faileth, and whoſe dominion endureth 
throughout all ages. Independent and 
and everlaſting, thou deriveſt thine exiſtence, 
O Lord, from none, and nothing controuls 
the excrciſe of thy perfections. All crea- 
tures are indebted unto thee for life and 
happineſs : they are all the charge of thy 
providence and the objects of thy bounty. 
The 
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The indulgent benefactor of the univerſe, 
thou art every Where preſent to prote& and 
bleſs the beings, whom thou haſt formed. 
I behold on all ſides the effects of thy 
agency and loving kindneſs, and am myſelf 
a proof that thou doeſt good continually? 
Thine almighty voice, O God, called me 
into being; and thy free and undeſerved 
mercy alone has beſtowed upon me the gifts of 
underſtanding and of ſpeech. By thee I 
have been rendered capable of attaining to 
knowledge and virtue; of diſcerning the 
evidences of thy exiſtence, perfecti ons, 
and government; of learning thy will, and 
of ſeeking thine approbation. Thou haſt 
given to me a rich variety of comforts, and 
haſt added to thy other favours the privi- 
leges of religion, and the animating hope of 
immortality, I am thankful, Almighty 
and moſt merciful Father, for the diſtin- 
guiſhed bleſſings, in which I ſhare, as a man 
and a Chriſtian, And in reviewing the 
goodneſs, that has followed me all my days, 
I am furniſhed with the ſtrongeſt motives 
B for 
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for magnifying thy name, and for placing 
a chearful, unbounded truſt in thy faithful- 
neſs and love. In the detenceleſs years of 
infancy and childhood, thou, O Lord, waſt 
my protector and my guide. Thou pre- 
ſervedſt my feet from falling and my life 
from deſtruction. If I then experienced 
the benefits of watchful care, of wiſe in- 
ſtruction, and of ſalutary admonition; if I 
was then led to make religious virtue the 
object of my choice, unto thee I owed thoſe 
advantages, and thine only be the praiſe. 
Thou preventedſt me with the bleſſings of 
thy goodneſs, Before I could raiſe my 
thoughts or expreſs my gratitude unto thee, 
thou waſt my friend and bencfactor. I ren- 
der thanks to that gracious providence, 


which has alſo brought me ſafcly to riper 
years; aſſigned to me my lot in life ; has 
conferred upon me inumerable, perſonal and 


ſocial mercies; and has cauſed my afflictions 
to prove bleſſings to me, All thy ways, O 
holy Father, have bcen truth and kindneſs ; 


and I eſpecially celebrate thy goodneſs in 
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providing for my deliverance from ignorance, 
guilt, and the power of death, by the mit- 
ſion of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. I am grate- 
ful ſor the light, which the Goſpel caſts on 
the meaſures of thy government; and, con- 
felling my obligations to this divine religion 
for all the valuable knowledge I poſſeſs, up- 
on the moſt intereſting ſubjects of human 
duty and inquiry, it is the language of my 
heart, * what ſhall I ofer unto the Lord 
for ſo illuſtrious an inſtance of his love.” 


O chou, who knoweſt all my actions, who 
art acquainted with even my molt hidden 


motives, and who ort of purer eyes than to 
look upon iniquity, I acknowledge before 
tnee my errors and tranſgreſſions, and hum: 
bly and earneſtly implore thy pardon. For— 
give I pray, O God of mercy, my ſecret 
faults and my preſumptuous ſins, Remem- 
ber not againſt me my diſregard to thy pre. | 
ſence, inſpection, and authority, I lament 
in that preſence, that my piety is not more 
habitual and efficacious, that my benevolence 
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is not purer and more extenſive, and that I am 
defective in the regulation of my thoughts, 
my paſſions, and my words. I lament my 
ingratitude for thy favours, my deviations 
from thy laws, and my abuſe and mifappli- 
cation of thy gifts. I deſire to be ſenſible 
of my partial attainments in the Chriſtian 
temper and life, Father of lights, give to 
me, I entreat thee, fincere repentance. Cre- 
ate within me a clean heart, renew a right 
ſpirit within me, and enable me to walk 
with ſtedfait feet in the way of thy com- 


mandments, 


If my conduct during paſt life has been 
governed in any degree by exceſſive and 
unreaſonable defires, by ſelfiſh regards, and 
by unworthy affections, grant, O thou Au- 
thor of every perfect gift, that it may 


henceforth be influenced by ro motives, ex- 


cepting thoſe, which are furniſhed by my 
Chriſtian principles. And diſpoſe me to 
that frequent and ſerious meditation upen 
the doctrine and example of Chriſt, which 


125 ſhall. 
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ſhall be my defence againſt the hurtful im- 
preſſions of preſent objects. 


Suffer me not, O God, to be a ſtrat ger 
to myſelf. During theſe folemn moments 
of devout retirement, may I hold commu- 
nion not only with thee, but likewiſe with 
my own heart, ſo that I may be acquainted 
with my real character. Shew me my weak- 
neſs and my danger; nor permit me to think 
that I have in any inſtance already attained, 
or am already perfect, Convince me, I 
pray, that no fancied purity of religious 
faith, no fervours of religious zeal, will 
atone for the want of ſubſtantial virtue, of 
genuine love to thee, and love to my fellow- 
men; and that as a believer in Chriſt, I am 
under peculiar and the ſtrongeſt obligations 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and with god- 
line's in the world, 


O Fountain of Wiſdom, guide me by 
thy counſel, in my pilgrimage through life. 
Give to me innocence and diſcretion, in my 

B inter. 
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intercourſe with mankind. Endue me with 

fortitude in the cauſe of truth and virtue; 

but grant that I may always behold with 

candour the errors and infirmities of men, 

and bear with a meek, forgiving temper their 

reproaches and their unkindneſs. Make me 
fervent in ſpirit and induſtrious in the diſ- 
charge of duty. Form me to a diſpoſition, 
which delights in doing good, which ſeeks 
occaſions to inſtruct the ignorant, to relieve 
the wretched, and to advance the intereſts of 
peace, truth, and righteouſneſs. In the 
exerciſe of ſuch a diſpoſition, teach me to 
meet with patience and ſubmiſſion, ſcenes of 
ſuffering and adverſity, perſuaded that they 
are the diſpenſations of thine unerring wiſ- 
dom and infinite benevolence; and fo con- 
duct me through the preſent ſtate, that 1 
may be prepared to leave it with a mind, 
ſupported by chearful reflections, and by 
bumble and invigorating hopes, 


Hear my ſupplications, Heavenly Fa- 
ther, for all my brethren of mankind, for 
: the 
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the increaſe of chriſtian knowledge and vir- 

tue, for the happineſs of my native land, 
ſor the relief of the poor, for the ſupport of 
the afflicted; and eſpecially, for the beſt in- 
tereſts of my relations and my friends. 
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9 God of my life, I gratefully adore thy 
a watchful care of me through the paſt night. 
A My renewed powers of body and of mind, I 
1 thus dedicate to thy ſervice. I implore 
®Z thineaid in the buſineſs, thy direction amidſt 
tte events of the day; and humbly confiding 


in thy fatherly kindneſs, I aſcribe unto thee, 


through Jeſus Chriſt, everlaſting praiſcs, 
Amen. 
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GOD, who art ſupreme in excellence 
and dominion! retiring from every 
I human eye, I deſire to magnify with pious 
= ave thine infinite and unſcarchable perfec- 
; tions; 


20 Morxnay FvrninG, 


tions; and I am thankful, that to the many 
undeſerved favours an] diſtinctions, which 
thou haſt beſtowed upon me, thou has added 
that of a capacity to engage in this employ- 
ment. 


I adore thee, as the one, living God, 
whom no man hath ſ-cn or can ſee, who 
only haſt immortality, who alone art from 
everlaſting to everlaſting, who art unchange- 
able in thy nature and thy purpoſes, who art 
preſent at all times in every part of the 
boundleſs univeiſe, who ſeeſt the end from 
the beginning, who knoweſt the molt ſecret 
intentions of the heart, whoſe counſels are 
unfathomable, who art righteous in all thy 
ways, holy in all thy works, and who doſt 
according to thy plealme in the armies of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth, But I eſpecially delight to remember 
and to ſhew forth thy loving kindneſs. 
Thie immutable benevolence, O God, is 
diſplayed in every object, it is experienced 
at every moment, it is the ſpring of all my 

com- 
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comforts, it is the only ſolid baſis of my 
hopes, and is the grand principle of thy 


moral adminiſtration, 


Thou reigneſt, and all is well. Thy go- 
vernment is the government of perfect love, 
directed by unerring wiſdom, and carrving 
its meaſures into effect by reſiſtleſs power, 
By methods, which my limited faculties are 
unable to comprehend, thou cauleſt good to 
arile out of ſceming evil, and order from 
confuſion, The wrath of man praiſes thee, 
To thy ſovereign will, all wills conform 
themlelves or are ſubdued. Thou promoteſt 
the higheſt intereſts of human beings, even 
by means, which to my partial and narrow 
judgment appear hoſtile to the advancement 
of them. Thy thoughts are above my 
thoughts. But while thou bringeſt to nought 
the devices which are merely human, thy 


counſel, that ſhall ſtand. - Thy kingdom is 


an everlaſting kingdom, 


It is my ſincere deſire, O Lord, that my 
mind 
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mind may be open to the full influence of 
theſe great and conſolatory and animating 
truths. Deeply imprefled by them, may I 
diſmiſs every anxious, ſelfiſn, and repining 
thought; may I welcome with a thankful 
and contented temper, the allotments of thy 
providence, and indulge no wiſh but to re- 
ſign myſelf entirely to thy will, and by a 
ſtri conformity to the «ternal Jaws of truth 
and righteouſneſs, to become the voluntary 
inſtrument of 2ccompliſhing thy deſigns, 


Thy mercy, © Lord, is over all thy works. 


But I feel myſelf under a ſpecial oblioation 


to celebrate thy beneficence to the ſons of 


men. I adore thy ſkill and goodneſs, exhi- 
bited in the frame and conſtitution of man. 
J will praiſe thee, for I am fearfully and won- 
derfully made. I will bleſs thee for the ſup- 
port, preſervation, and the comforts of my 
mortal life, for the powers of my body, for 
the faculties and affections of my mind. 


Above all, I will give thanks unto thy 
name forthe unſpeakably valuable privilcges, 


which 
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which have been communicated to me by 
the Chriſtian Revelation. For the prophe- 
cies, which have been delivered and com- 
pleated, and tor the miracles, which have 
been performed to attelt that Revelation; 
for the certainty and importance of its dif- 
coveries ; for the purity ot its precepts; for 
the examples, the labours, the ſufferings, 
the death, and the reſurrection of its holy 
founder ; for the means by which a know- 
ledge of its facts and doctrines has becn con- 
veyed to us; for its tendency to enlighten 
the ignorant, to reclaim the finner, to eſta- 
bliſh the juſt, to comfort the mourner, to 
encourage the penitent, and to promote the 
belt intereſts of mankind, I bow my knees 
in humble and fervent gratit ude, unto thee, 


the God and Father of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


And [ earneſtly pray, that I may experience 
the divine influence of this religion, and may 
contribute by my ſervices and my example 
to extend the knowledge and the power of 
it in the world. 


For 
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For every inſtance, in which my paſt tem- 


per and behaviour have been contrary to the . 
rules and the ſpirit of the Goſpel, in which 2 
I have ſhewn myſelf regardleſs of thee and Y 
thine authority, in which I have diſobeyed # 
thy laws and incurred thy diſpleaſure, in 1 
which I have been remiſs with reſpect to the . 4 
duties that I owe to my neighbour, and Wh 
have negletted to cultivate that chriſ- | 5 
tian bencvolence, which is the end of the 4 
commandment ; for every inſtance in which 5 J 
I have omitted to Keep my heart will all di- 
ligence, to govern my appetites and paſſions, \ 9 
and to act like thoſe, who look at things un--„ 
ſcen and eternal; for every ſuch. inſtance of = 
inattention, folly, and ſin, I earneſtly ſuppli- 0 | 
cate, O Lord, thy forgiveneſs. Teach me, » 
I pray, in what my true dignity and happi- 
neſs conſiſt; nor let earthly hopes and fears "1 
have dominion over me, in oppoſition to the 4 
ſuggeſtions of conſcience, and the principles 8, 
of religion, % 

Endue me with the diſpoſitions, which ic 
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becomes me to cheriſh and exerciſe toward 
thee my maker. Since thou art my parent 
an diy friend, may I reverence and love 
X thee above all. Since thou art my bene- 
factor, may I be thankful for thy mercies, 


7 

"4 and joyfully confide in thy providence, 
Since thou art the ever-preſent witneſs of 
| a my conduct, may I fear to offend thee. 

2 Since thou art the final judge of all men, 


* 


Pn * 


may I ſtudy to approve myſelf in thy fight, 
and may I refrain from raſh and cenſorious 
Judgement upon my ſellow- creatures. 


| 
A 44h 


As thou has aſſigned to me my ſlation in 
= ſociety, and placed me in dilferent relations, 


r 980 
$ 
* 


F with regard to my brethren of the human 
: 4 Pace. may I be careful to diſcharge the 
„ duties, relulting from my character and 
8 1 ſituation. For this purpole, enable me to 
a Wore my neighbour as my ſelf, to abſtain 
= from whatever would injure him, to do all 


$1 can to promote his welfare, and to mani- 
lest a moll ſincere alfection for him, how- 
F erer his circumſtances or opinions may 


= differ 
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differ from my own. Aſſiſt me likewiſe, I 
beſcech thee, in the juſt government of my 
thoughts, my paſſions, and my words ; and 
cloath me with the ornament of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit. 


Thus may I pals the time of my ſojourn- 
ing on carth in thy fear. Continuing patient 
in well doing, may I commit all my per- 
ſonal and ſocial intereſts unto thee, as unto 
a faithful and merciſul creator, and when 
hy wildom ſha!l call me hence, may I be 
able, knowing in whom I have believed, to 
depart with the compoſure and the hopes 
of a real Chriſtian, 


Craciouſly accept my thanklgivings, O 
.hou my conſtant preſerver and beneſactor, 
for the protection and the mercies, which 


I have enjoyed through another day of 


life. Pardon, O Lord, the ſins and ſollies, 
of which in the courſe of it I may have 
been guilty. Grant me the refreſhment of 


undiſturbed ſlymbers, and enable me to 
| ariſe 
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ariſe in the morning with a heart, diſpoſed 
to acknowledge thy goodneſs, which cauſeth 
me to dwell in peace and happineſs. 


Theſe, my praiſes and requeſts, I offer 
to thy divine Majeſty, in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt my Lord; and unto Thee, the God 
and Father of all mankind, I aſcribe im- 
mortal glory. Amen. 


TorepAxv Morning. 


| ney holy, bleſſed, and adorable Ma- 
jeſty of heaven and earth, the gracious - 
and bencficient power, who upholdeſt me 
in liſe, the great father of lights, the giver 
of every good and perfect giſt !-Before thee 
I bow, at the opening of the morning, with 
humility and gratitude. I would call upon 
my ſoul and all that is within me to praiſe 
thee, my kind and merciful father. I praiſe 
thee for my rational powers, whereby I am 
C 3 made 
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made capable of knowing, loving and ſerv- 
ing thee herc, and of enjoying thy favour 
for ever. I praiſe thee, my preſerver, for 
guarding the ſlumbers of the night from 


evil, and that I ſee the returning light in 


health and comfort, rejoicing in new proofs 
of thy goodneſs, and furraunded with a 
rich variety of bleſſings. Thee I adore, 
thee I praiſe, father of mercies, becauſe the 
ſun of righteouſneſs has riſen on our world 
to give light to them, that fit in darkneſs and 
in the ſhadow of death, and to guide our 
feet into the ways of peace and liſe. Praiſed 
be thy name, that I enjoy the light and 
hopes of the goſpel. Let thy goodneſs be 
magniſied, that Jeſus Chriſt has appeared 
to ſcatter the darkneſs of ignorance and 
error, to eſtabliſh a kingdom of righteoul- 
neſs, and to purify to himſelf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. For the 
counſels of mercy, which were accompliſh- 
ed by his miniſtry, death and reſurrection; 
for the beneficial, holy, and ſanctifying de- 
ſign of his goſpel, to thee, the-God and 

Fa- 
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Father of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, be given the tribute of ardent and 


Dy praiſe. 

Aiﬀﬀe& my heart with a lively, abiding 
ſenſe of thy goodneſs. Give me a deep 
conviction of the nature and deſign of the 
Z Chriſtian faith. Thou haſt called me to 
'* righteouſneſs and to virtue. To the prac- 
tice of righteouſneſs, to the practice of 
every Chriſtian virtue, may I be wholly 
given and daily devoted. May the pre- | 
cepts of the goſpel effeCtually teach me the 
Z ſupreme and fervent love of thee, my God; 
the unfeigned love of men; and the ſtrict 
government of my own heart. Humbly 
5 receiving the inſtructions of the goſpel con- 
; 

8 


cebrning thy nature and perfections, may I 
8 be engaged to ſeek wiſdom of thec, the only 
wie God; to ſtand in awe of thy preſence; 
A to fear thy juſtice ; to rejoice in thy good- 
X neſs; and to become more and more like 
unto thee in holineſs and mercy, Ever 
3 may 1 cheriſh ſuch a firm perſuaſion that 
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thy providence is over all thy works, as will 
lead me to truſt thy care; to ſubmit to thy 
diſpoſals, and to ſeek in the firſt place thy 
kingdom and the righteouſneſs of it ; ex- 
petting from thy paternal goodnels all necd- 
ful bleſſings. Adoring thy mercy in the 
ſcheme of ſalvation through feſus Chrilt, 
may I bow to the authority of his laws, ac- 
cept the miniſtry of reconciliation with gra- 
titude, carefully conform my temper to what 
it requires, and be ſledſaſt and unmoveable 
in the work of the Lord. May the truths 
of the golpel purify my heart, as well as 
enlighten my underſtanding. In whatever 
view 1 conſider the character, the words 
and actions of Jclus, my divine Maſter, 
may I fee] the energy of ſuch contempla- 
tions, forming me to the reſemblance of his 
virtues, and the deſign of his miniſtry. May 
the conſideration of his miracles eſtabliſh 
my conviction of his heavenly authority, 
and raiſe in my boſom a holy emulation to 
to improve all my powers to the like kind 
and benevolent purpoſes, for which he did 
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his great works. May the great and pre- 
cious promiſes he publiſhed animate me to 
cleanſe mylelf from all filthinels of the fleſh 
and ſpirit, and to perfet holineſs in thy 
ſcar. May the awſul threatnings he de- 
nounced, awaken my pious caution, deter 
me [rom all fin, and excite me to paſs the 
time of my ſojourning here, in all holy con- 
verſation and godlineſs. May the example 
of the holy Jeſus be ever before my eyes, 
that I may become as meck and humble, 
as allive to do good and as devoted to 
thy glory, as he was. As the diſciple of a | 
ſulfering Saviour, who died to redeem ns 
from all iniquity, may I dic unto fin and 
live unto him, who loved ns and gave him- 
felf for us. As the diſciple of a riſen and 
exalted Saviour, may 1 walk in all new- 
neſs of life; ſet my alfeQions on things 
above, and, animated vw the hope of his 
ſecond appearance, may I purify myſelf as 
he was pure; and when he who is our life 


dal appear, may I appear with him in 


glory, 
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glory, and enter as his faithſul diſciple into 
is heavenly, everlaſting kingdom. 


In all cafes and all circumſtances, in 
the church and in the world, at home 
and abroad, in private and in public, may 
] hive and act, as a diſciple of Chriſt. May 
the Chiiſtian ſpirit, the ſpirit of love and 
diſcretion, pervade all my conduct. May 
the Chriſtian principles govern me. May 


the Chriſtian hop:s comfort and elevate 
my heart, 
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It becomes me, O holy God, to lament, 
that my temper and life have been, in many 
inſtances, unworthy of the goſpel. I have, 
often, broken its precepts. I have ſinned 
againſt 1s truths and promiſes and threat- 
nings. I have becnlittle conformed to the 
Son of God in the holineſs of his life, in the 
end of his death, and in the power of his 
reſurrection, It becometh me to confe ſs 
with penitence-and grief, that great 1s the 

: difference between what I am, and what I 
| dug 
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ought to be, as the diſciple of Chrift Jeſus, 
favoured with the diſcoveries, the aids and 
the hopes of the goſpel. According to the 
mercy diſplayed in this goſpel, according to 


the forgiveneſs it proclaims, pardon, mer- 


ciful Father, my unworthineſs, and forgive 
my ſins. Excite in me an earneſt concern 
to walk, henceforth, more becoming the 
name I bear, more ſuitably to my high and 
holy profeſſion. — May I do honour to the 
= goſpel. —By my life, by the lives of all thoſe 
XZ who profeſs it, may its power and glory be 
© ſpread through the world. May all men 
be converted. to the faith of Jeſus, and fo 
be converted to God and virtue. With 
= mercy,O univerſal Parent, viſit my country. 
With ſavour bleſs my relations and friends. 
A fford conſolation and relief to the afſſict- 
ed. Help me, thy ſervant, in every Chriſtian 
*X duty through this day; and preſerve me to 
the everlaſting day of light, holineſs and 
FP RF and glory, according to the purpoſes of thy 
R * mercy in Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


Tuzs- 
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O MOST gracious God! Thou art every 

where, and knoweſt all things. My 
thoughts, and words, and actions are equal- 
ly open to thy view, at all times and in 
every place. On thee I cannot impoſe, 
and to thee can no worſhip be acceptable, 
which is not accompanied with the ſincere 
homage of the heart. Retired from the 
world to pay my adoration to thee, the all- 
ſeeing God, help me to perform the whole 
of this evening's religious exerciſe in ſuch a 
frame of mind, as will render it acceptable 
to thee, and beneficial to myſelf, 


— 


Though thou comeſt not under the no- 
tice of any of my ſenſes, yet to my under 


ſtanding innumerable objects afford clear 
and ſtriking proofs of thy being, perfections, 
and providence. Whether I confider the 
heavens, which are ſtretched out over the 
empty ſpace; the earth, which is hung on 
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2 nothing; the countleſs variety of creatures, 

animate and inanimate, by weich I am ſur- 
rounded; or my own frame, capacities, 
5 8 5 powers, and preſervation, my reaſon traces 
convincing evidence of thy conſtant agency 
and rule. 


* 
1 
25 I moſt devoutly bleſs and praiſe thee for 
| bringing me into being, and endowing me 
with intelligence, that, placed in the midſt 
of an immenſe theatre, replete with diſplays 
of thy power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, I may 
contemplate theſe thy perfeQions with ex- 
alted ſatisfaction and delight, and enjoy, 
I with numberleſs other living creatures, the 
ifrs of thy liberal and uncealing munifi- 
Fence. I thank. thee, that, in purſuance of 
4 the ſchemes of thy benevolence, thou haſt 
hitherto preſerved me amidlt innumerable 
dangers; continued to me the uſe of my 
2 nſes, capacities, and powers in ſuch a de- 
Eree of perfection; furniſhed me with various 
8. urces of enjoyment; and rendered my ex- 
Liſtence in the preſent ſtate a bleſſing, for 
© which 
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which I have abundant reaſon to be grate- 
ful. But 1 deſire moſt highly to value, and 
to be moſt thankful for, the ſtate, through 
which thou art now conducting me with 
paternal benignity and care, as affording me 
opportunities and means of acquiring a pre- 


paralion for a life of endleſs duration and 
unſpeakable felicity to come. I extol and 
magnify thy great and glorious name, that, 


— 


by the promiſe and reſurrection of Jeſus, 
thou hait given me realonable ground to 
hope for ſuch a life, and, by his precepts 
and example, ſhown me the way to ſecure 
it, How precious are thy thoughts unto 
me, O God, ho great is the ſum of them! 
In vain ſhould I attempt to count the num- 
ber, or eſtimate the value, of thy favours, 
They relate to every period of my being; 
and thy goodneſs in beſtowing them trani- 
cends my higheſt praiſe. O that, in return 
tor thy boundlels love and mercy, I may 
be loving thee more and ſerving thee better 
continually through the whole remainder of 
my exiſtence! | 


In 
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In the pall ſtate of my mind and conduct 
I trace much forgetfulneſs of thee, in whom 
| I have lived, moved, and-had my being; 
14 great defects in my love and gratitude to 
[I thee, the author of all enjoyed and ex- 
155 : pected good; and numerous proofs of a 
be: 8 want of becoming awe and reverence for 
thee, the righteous moral governor of the 
&= world. I have ſinned againſt thee in thought, 
(3 3 word, and deed; and wert thou 1 to 
mark iniquities, I could entertain no hope 
of pardon, But, bleſſed be thy name ! thou 
EE haſt proclaimed thyſelf to be the Lord God 
WD merciful and gracious, forgiving iniquity,' 
and tranſgreſſion, and ſin, and revealed the 
15 terms, on a compliance with which thou art 
ready to forgive ſinners, and to receive them 
into thy favour. With theſe terms, I 
1 5 deſire moſt unfeignedly to comply, lamenting 
5 1 and confeſſing my ſins before thee with deep 
compunction and ſelf. abaſement, forgiving 
from the heart thoſe, by whom I have at 
any time been injured or offended, and ſin— 
by . purpoſing, if my liſe be continued, to 
: deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, and to 
Y 2 D lire 
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live ſoberly, righteouſly, and piouſly, for the 
future. Thus would I make to thy autho- 
rity, which I have ſo frequently inſulted, and 
to thy patience, which I have ſo much abuſed, 3 
the only reparation in my power; and do 
thou vouchſafe me the happineſs of that per- 
ſon, to whom thou wilt not impute iniquity, 


If it be decreed by thee, that I ſhall this by 
night ſleep the ſleep of death, when thou 
ſhalt awake me out of it, may I be found a 
proper object of thy mercy, and a fit ſubject Wi 
for thy glorious and everlaſting kingdom, If, * 
on the contrary, it be thy will to prolong my Ba 
days on earth, may I frequently reflect with 
ſeriouſneſs on the ſolemn profeſſions of re- 
pentance, which I have made before thy 8 
throne, and on the aggravations, which will 
attend my guilt, if, after having made ſuch 8 
profeſſions, I ſhould indulge myſelf in the 88 
Practice of any fin, that I may not add to my : 
other crimes that of having mocked thee, my «i | | 
Maker, and thus open a freſh ſource of bitter . 

remorſe. May paſt experience of my weak- 4 
neſs, and a lively apprehenſion of the danger, \ 
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to which my virtue is at all times expoſed in 

J this ſtate of trial, diſpoſe me to keep out of 

$97 the way of ſuch temptations, as I can inno- 
MT cently avoid, and to arm my mind with all 
4s _ 999 important conſiderations, which are 
calculated to ſecure me a victory over ſuch, 

© as I may be obliged to encounter, 


* 
E Knowing, that I ſhallcome far ſhort oſwhat: 
moo requireſt me to be, if I do no more than 
refrain from ſin, may I not content myſelf 
wit the bare preſervation of my innocence, 
bur be continually growing in grace, and ad- 
vancing towards f To aid me in the 
75 12 of this moſt momentous buſineſs 
of life, be graciouſly pleaſed to allot me thoſe 
kircumſtances and to place me in thoſe ſitua- 
11 tions, which will be moſt favourable to my 
ch Improvement in all goodneſs, What they 
he 4 will be thou beſt knowelt, and let thy will 
be done. By unwearied and perſevering en- 
| Fours to render the conformity of my temper 
5 nd conduc with thy holy will continually 
1 more and more exact, may I be enabled to 
| = = 3 re- 
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rejoice in any condition, which thou ſhall ſee 
ſit to appoint me, caſting all my cares upon 
thee, and looking forward, with an eye of 
ſteady faith, to the glorious and happy iſſue, 
in which thou wilt make all things terminate 
to the righteous. 


O benevolent Father of the whole human 
race! ſo order the affairs of the world, that 
jgnorance, error, and vice may be every 
where retiring before the ſpreading diſſuſion 
and growing power of knowledge, truth, and 
virtue, till the whole earth ſhall become en— 
lightened, reſormed, and happy. 


Bleſs with ſucceſs the commendable at- 
tempts of thoſe, who, from a zeal for thy 


glory and the welfare of mank ind, are la- 


bouring to baniſh all falſe doctrines, idola- 
trous woiſhip, and criminal practices from 
among chriſtians z and cauſe the truth, as it 
is in Jeſus, to be finally triumphant over 
every thing, by which its purity is ſullied, its 
influence counteracted, and its progreſs re- | 

tarded. Þ 


if i 
[4 


A 
0 
. 
= 


3 
7 5 


TursDAY EVENING. 4't 


tarded. Let all events be ſo directed by 
thee, as to be conſtantly enlarging the do- 
minion of truth, righteouſneſs, and peace. 

* 5 

Reform and bleſs all the people of the 
land, in which I dwell, May thy bounty 
ſapp!y our wants, and the light of thy heu- 
venly truth be the guide of our conſciences, 
the rule of our lives, and the conſolation 
and j»y of our hearts, May the rich be 
rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, and 
willing to communicate; the poor be ſo— 
ber, honeſt, indullrious, and frugal; and 
all of every age, rank, and condition be care- 
ful to fall their ſtations with honour and uſe— 
fulneſs, that thou, our Gol, maycſt delight 
over us to do us good. 


Tf it be conſiſtent with the views of thy 

2X uncrring wiſdom, reſtore health to the fick, 
3 eaſe to the pa.ned, and any other bleſſings 
5 to ſuch, as are at preſent deſtitute of them, 
2 Conduct my relations and friend; through 
A the dangers, troubles, and trials of this mor- 
ha n tal 
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tal life in ſafety, innocence, and comfort, 
and fit them for life eternal, Reward my 
benefactors both here and hereafter, and 
forgive my enemies, Be a father to the 
fatherleſs, a friend to the friendleſs, a pro- 
tector to the widow, and a helper to all in 
every time of need. 


And now, O gracious Father, into thy 
hands I chearfully commend myſelf and all 
my concerns, ſatisfied that I can receive no 
treatment from thee but what will be dictat- 
ed by perfect wiſdum and diſintereſted be- 
nevolence. Whether I live, may I live unto 
thee, or die, may I die unto thee : by my life 
or death let thy glory be promoted. Thou 
haſt an abſolute right to me: thine by 
choice would I be both now and for ever. 
Grant me all joy and peace in believing here, 
and put me into the everlaſting poſſeſſion of 
the objects of my faith hereafter. To thee, 
© God, for all I have and hope for I ren- 
der my moſt ardent thankſgiving and praiſe. 
Amen, 

Wen» 
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Fr wiſe, and good, and pow- 
erful God! I adore thee as my father, 
and rejoice in the privilege of being allowed 
to addreſs thee under that endearing name. 
All thyperfections, contemplated as belong- 
ing to the author of my being, aſſume an 
amiable and engaging aſpect. Unerring wiſ- 
dom and almighty power are then viewed 
with delight as inſtruments of diſintereſted 
benevolence, employed to contrive and ef- 
fect in the beſt manner my true happineſs. 
Thou art the creator and the friend alſo of all 
rational and ſenſitive beings, whoſe welfare 
thou art ever promoting. While countleſs 
myriads of living creatures around me are 
evincing, by unequivocal marks of enjoy- 
ment, their happy experience of thy good- 
neſs and care, I deſire to unite my teſtimony 
with theirs, and to praiſe thee, with the 
livelieſt gratitude, for the numberleſs fa- 
* vours 
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vours, which I have received from thy 
liberal and unccaſing bounty. 


I bleſs thee, the maker and guardian of 
my frame, for the gift and continuance of 
life, accompanied with the various ſenſes, 


capacities, and powers, with which thou 
haſt ſeen fit to endow me, My bodily and 
mental conflitution is thy contrivance and 
workmanſhip, and is ever holding up to 
my admiring view a gracious diſplay of thy 
adorable perfeftions, Through the whole 
of my exiſtence om the time of its com- 
mencement thou haſt beſtowed on me 
every goud I have enjoyed, ſaved me from | 
every evil I have eſcaped, and ſupported | 
me under every affliction I have borne. be. 
The means and inſtruments, whatever they MX 
have been, by which theſe favours have ig 5 
been communicated, were provided by | > 
{ thee, derived from thee their capacity of 
promoting my welfare, and in all they have 
done for my benefit have acted agreeably 
to thy ſuperintending direction and appoint- 
ment. 
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ment. The laws, by which animate and 
inanimate nature is governed, were ordered 
and ſettled by thee ; to whom, therefore, I 
eſteem myſelf indebted for all the health, 
caſe, and ſaſety—all the means of ſubſiſt- 
ence and pleaſure—all the accommodations 
and conveniences—and all the ſocial ad- 
vantages and comforts, which I have hither- 
to enjoyed. To thee allo I owe whatever 
proſpect I can rationally entertain of futuie 
good, either in this life or another. I eſpe- 
cially praiſe and magnify thy great and 
glorious name for the aſſurance of the par- 
don of ſin repented of and forſaken, and 
the promiſe of a future life of everlaſting 
happineſs to the righteous, ſent to mankind 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 'O gracious Father! 
how great 1s thy goodneſs to me—how vaſt, 
beyond my ability to calculate, are the 
ſum and value of thv favours ! 


But what has been my conduct towards 
thee in return? My mind has not been 
duly impreſſed with a ſenſe of thy loving 

kind- 
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kindneſs and tender mercy. I have been 
too apt to overlook the hand, that has diſ- 
penſed my bleſſings, or to receive them 
without thoſe warm feelings of gratitude, 
which they ought to have excited. 1 have 
not made ſuch proficiency in cultivating 
virtuous, or in ſubduing corrupt affections 
and habits, as I might have done by a dili- 
gent and ſteady uſe of means, with which I 
have been furniſhed for theſe important 
purpoſes. As J have been deficient in do- 
ing what thou haſt commanded, fo have 1 
frequently done what thou haſt forbidden. 
J lament my ſolly, ingratitude, and diſobe- 
dience, and earneſtly implore thy pardon. 
May the ſorrow I feel for my offences pro- 
duce in me a habit of the moſt unremitted 
vigilance, that I may offend no more. By 
a review of my fins and of the circumſtances, 
which led to the commiſſion of them, may 
I be enabled to diſcover where my danger 
lies, and to guard againſt it in ſuture with 
ſucceſs, Whatever in my views of things, 
in the ſtate of my appetites or paſſions, in 

my 
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my purſuits of buſineſs or amuſements, or 
in my intercourſe with the world, experience 
has ſhewn me to be any way hurtful to my 
virtue, may it be from this time my ſtudy 
to alter or avoid. Thus proving, to the ſa- 
tisfaction of my own mind, the genuineneſs 
of that compunction for my. paſt faults, 
which I have now profeſſed to feel, may I 
have a well-grounded hope of thy forgive- 
neſs, and be better prepared than I have 
hitherto been, to overcome the trials and 
difficulties attending the chriſtian warfare. 


I am aware, O holy Father, that thou 
requireſt me not only to refrain from fin, 
but alſo to grow in grace. That I may 
comply with thy juſt demand, may I 
be frequently ſurveying the duties, injoined 
on me by the goſpel, in all their variety and 
extent, and by reading, meditation, and 
prayer, endeavour to fix in my mind a deep 
ſenſe and conſtant remembrance of the ob- 
ligation I am under to diſcharge them, 
May the motives to virtue, and diſſuaſives 

from 
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from vice, by being often ſeriouſly recollected 
and weighed, become fo interwoven with the 
general train of my thoughts, that they may 
readily preſent themſelves to my mind in all 
their importance, whenever I ſhall need their 
aid to render me ſuperiour to a temptation, 
or to determine me to the performance of a 
difficult or dangerous duty. 


While I have a fin to forſake, or a virtue 
to acquire or perfect, may I not conſider the 
great buſinels of life as finiſhed, but be ar- 
dently preſſing forward towards the higheſt 
attainable purity and excellence of moral 
character. In the purſuit of perfection may 
I feel myfelf conftuntly animated by the ex- 
amp'e of Jeſus and the hope ſet before me. 
Thus encouraged, may I fi.d myſelf inclined 
and ready to do or to ſuffer, in the cauſe of 
truth and righteouſneſs, whatever thou ſhalt 
ſee fit to appoint. Perſevering in a courſe of 
undeviating obedience to thy whole will, may 
I caſt all my cares upon thee, enjoying with 
thankfulneſs every preſent bleſſing, bearing 

with 
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with chriſtian reſignation every preſent evil, 


and looking forward to every paſſible event 
with a calm unruffled mind, | 


I bleſs thee for protecting me through the 


dangers of the paſt night, and for reſtoring 


to me the free and full exerciſe of my men- 
tal and bodily powers this morning. Of 
theſe powers may the att of devotion, which 


I have now been performing, diſpoſe and en- 
able me to make a better uſe than I have hi- 
therto done; and whenever they ſhall be ſaſ- 
pended by death, may I ſleep in Jeſus, qua- 
lified to to enter with him at his return inte 
the joys of thy heavenly kingdom. 


Accept, moſt gracious Father, this my 
morning oblation of thankſgiving and praiſe 


for all the manifeſtations of thy goodnels to- 


wards me—keep me through the remainder 
of the preſent uneertain life, in the conſtant 
fear and love of thyſelf—introduce me to a 
life of endleſs duration and felicity beyond 


the grave—and let the glory of all be thine 
for ever, Amen. 


E Wrp- 
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C) GREAT and good, eternal, all-ſceing 

and ever bleſſed God! my creator, pre- 
ſerver and benefactor, in whom I live, by 
whoſe preſence I am always, at all times and 
in all places, ſurrounded, and whoſe eye ſeeth 
in ſecret and beholds me now retired from the 
active and public ſcenes of life. Thou haſt 
crowned another day with thy goodneſs. 
My d ays, as they revolve, bear teſtimony 
to thy preſence and benevolence; to thy 
Find care, keeping me from many dangers; 
to thy bounty, ſupplying my wants; to 
thy patience and forbearance, giving me 
ſpace for repentance; to thy merciful de- 
1 igns for my everlaſting happineſs, provid- 
ing the means and hope of eternal life 
through Jeſus Chriſt, 


It becometh me, before thee, whole all- 
pervading eye hath been over me through 


all the ſcenes of the paſt day, to take ſhame 
to 
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to myſelf, not only for every inſtance 


wherein I have openly violated thy law or 
negleted my duty, but for all the ſecret 
faults I have committed; for all the evil 
imaginations of heart I have wilfully enter- 
tained, Under a humilating ſenſe of un- 
worthineſs and guilt, I rejoice and hope in 
thee, the Father of mercies, and in the aſ- 
ſurance of thy free pardon and acceptance, 
upon confeſling and forſaking our ſins, 
which thou haſt given us in the goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Pardon, good 
Lord, whatever hath been amiſs in my tem- 
per and conduct, through this day. With 
a humble hope in thy mercy, I would 
compoſe mylelf to ſleep. I devoutly and 
c hearfully rely on thy continued protection, 


through the hours of inſenſibility and 
darkneſs. 


May I awake, in the morning, refreſhed 
by the calm ſlumbers of the night, and ſtill 
find myſelf bleffed with thy favour and 
ſurrounded by thy powerful proteRion. 

| KE 3 Diſpoſe 
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Diſpoſe me, when the morning opens, to 
devote-myſelf again, to thy love and ſer- 
vice. May thy precepts rule and govern 
me. May thy promiſes comfort me and 
animate me to the practice of all piety and 
virtue. May the example of Jeſus, thy 
holy and beloved ſervant, the miniſter of 
thy truth and mercy, our Lord and Saviour, 
be always in my contemplation. May I 
follow him in zeal for thy honour, in love 
to mankind, in doing good, in meekneſs 
and humility; and may it be my glory and 
happineſs to be approved of thee, the om- 
niſcient witneſs of my conduR, as his true 
diſciple ; and when he, who brought life 
and immortality to light by his goſpel, ſhall 
appear again at the end of the world, may 
I alſo appear with him in glory. 


May the glorious goſpel ſpread every 
where knowledge and truth, aud eſtabliſh 
the reign of righteouſneſs and peace. In 

its purity and ſimplicity may thine ever- 
laſting goſpel prevail. Bleis my country 
and 
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and ſhow thyſelf the watchful guardian of 
its rights.and liberties. Comfort, O God of 
conſolation, the afflicted. Encompaſs with 
thy favour my friends and relatives. May 
my life, while I am paſſing through this 
world, be always directed towards heaven. 
And, finally, grant to mea joyful entrance 
into thy glorious and everlaſting kingdom, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, the truth and the life: 
for whom, and for all the bleſſings of his 
miniſtry and goſpel, be given unto thee, the 


| Fatherof mercies, everlaſtingpraiſes. Amen, 
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d pon the Plan of; the LORD's PRAYER. 


A EMIGHTY : and meſt gracious God | 
Thy throne is eſtabliſhed in heaven, 

and thy ſapreme, unlimited dominion will 
eternally endure ; for thou art the God and 
Father of all. I eſteem it my higheft ho- 
nour, and the foundation of all my happi- 
| E 5 neſs, 
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neſs, that I am permitted to call thee my Fa- 
ther, and encouraged to addreſs my devo- 
tions to thee, under that moſt vencrable and 
endearing name. I defire therefore, with 
the profoundeſt reverence and adoration, 
and with true filial piety and aſfeQion, to 
preſent myſelf before thee, and to direct 
the whole attention of my mind to the 
moſt high and ſovereign Lord, the moſt 
benevolent and wile Parent of the univerle, 
the Father of lights, from whom every good 
and perſeQgift moſt freely deſcends, and with 
whom there is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow 
of turning. In all the works of thy hands, 
in the heavens above, in the earth beneath, 
in the infinite variety of thy creatures, 
around me, and in my own ſtupendous 
frame, and ſtructure of body and mind, 
thy perfections, O God, are diſplayed, in 
ſuch a light, as ſtrikes me with the higheſt 
admiration, and poſſeſſes my heart with the 
deepeſt ſentiments of reverence and grati- 
tude to thee, 


I am 


8 
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I am under the moſt ſacred and inviola- 
ble engagements, to do honour to thy great 
name, and to pray, that it may be univerſally 
known and adored; that thy Almighty 
power, thy infinite wild»m, and all- com- 
prehending goodneſs, may be duly acknow- 
ledged and celebrated by all thy creatures, 
that diſcern the effeCts of thoſe tranſcendent 
excellences and perfections of thy nature; 
that as the inanimate nature gives thee 
praiſe, by that glorious and magnificent 
appearance, which it exhibits to our ſight 
and contemplation, fo I, and every one that 
is capable of ſurveying it, miy pay a ſu- 
perior, a voluntary and rational homage at 
the footſtool of thy throne. 


In order hereto, may I be ever poſſeſſ. d 
with ſuch juſt and worthy apprehenſions of 
thee, as ſhall engage my beſt affections, and 
diſpoſe me, upon every proper occaſion, to 
expreſs my faith and hope and truſt in thee; 
and to pour out my heart before thee, in 
the moſt grateful acknowledgements of thy 
good- 
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goodneſe, and humble requeſts for the con- 
tinuance of thy favour. 


May that kingdom, which thou haſt 
eſtabliſhed by our Saviour, be enlarged 
throughout the earth. May the fun of 
righteouſneſs ariſe, and ſhine with irreſiſti- 
ble light, and glory upon all mankiud; and 
ſcatter thoſe clauds of ignorance, error, 
and ſuperſtition, in which they are ſo ge- 
nerally and ſo deeply involved; that all 
men may know thee, the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent; 
that they may be fully acquainted with 
thoſe laws, that will make them wiſe unto * 
ſalvation ; together with their molt weighty 
and awful enforcements. And may all we, 
that enjoy this light, feel the vital power 
and efficacy of it on our hearts; and by 
humble, uvaffeRed piety to thee, brotherly 
affection to one another, and the moſt ex- 
tenſive goodneſs to mankind, contribute to 
the univerſal ſpread of a religion 0. excel- | 
lent, ſo truly divine, : 


5 And 
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And may we be all effeQtually ſupported 
and aſſiſted from above, in the exertion of 
our beſt abilities in thy ſervice, that others 
may be influenced by our examples, not 
only to receive, but to obey thy commands; 
that men may univerſally comply with the 
true ſpirit and deſign of Chriſtanity, and 
thereby ſhew their ſincere approbation of 
it, and thy will may be done on earth, as it 
is done in heaven. And, O thou great and 
wiſe and good governor of the world, whoſe 
counſel ſtandeth for ever, and the thoughts 
of thy heart to all generations, who ordereſt 
and diſpoſeſt all things according to the im- 
mutable and beſt concerted purpoſes of thy 
own will, grant, that I and all others may 
humbly reſign ourſelves to thy all-wiſe diſ- 
poſals, chearfully ſubmit to all thoſe diffi ul- 
ties and inconveniencies which thou, in in- 
finite wiſdom, art pleaſed to allot us, or 
to permit to fall upon us; and thanktully 
acknowledge thy fatherly care and provi- 
dence, in every ſtation and circumſtance 
life, 


To 
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To thy inexhauſted bounty and bene. 
volence, moſt gracious Father, I am in- 
debted for the ſupply of all my wants; to 
thee therefore would I addreſs my humble 
ſupplications for all thoſe things, which I 
daily ſtand in need of, in order to my com- 
fortable ſupport and ſubſiſtence in this 
world, that thy bleſſing may attend my 
lawful and honourable endeavours for this 
purpoſe, and if, through thy, indulgent pro- 
vidence, I abound in temporal good things, 
may I kindly and chearfully communicate 
to the relief of the poor andthe diſtreſſed, as 
an acknowledgement, in part, of thy favour 
and kindneſs to myſelf ; which all my beſt 
and higheſt ſervices will fall infinitely ſhort 
of fully repreſenting. 


But, O moſt holy and merciful God, fo 
far have I been from' acknowledging thy 
favours, and retaining a grateful remem- 
brance of themupon my mind, that I have 
in innumerable inflances abuſed and for- 

gotten them. I have reaſon to be covered 
with 


— 


* * * wo 


TavRsDaAy MorniNG:? - £9 


7 


with ſhame and confuſion, and to be filled 
with the ſincereſt grief of heart, when I 
conſider, againſt whom I have offended, 
and how great my ingratitude and folly has 
been. May a true ſenſe of theſe things af- 
fect me with the moſt ingenuous and un- 
feigned ſorrow for my paſt conduct, ſo far 
as it has been-contrary to thy moſt righteous 
laws; and may my repentance be accept- 
able in thy ſight, and my ſins be forgiven, 
even as I hope I can fincerely ſay, that I 
do forgive all that have offended or treſpaſſ- 
ed againſt me; and that I am ready to diſ- 
charge all offices of friendſhip and kindneſs 
towards all my fellow creatures. 

And may I never more return again to 
folly, nor indulge my ſelf in any diſpoſitions 
towards it. But may thy all-{uflicient aid, 
may the wiſe and excellent laws, the kind 
admonitions, the great and noble encourage- 
ments, which thou haſt given me, and the 


glorious and divine examples, which thou 


haſt ſet before me, effectually arm me againſt 
all 
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all the powers of ſin, and render me ſupe- 
rior to all the temptations of the world. 
That ſo I may be happily delivered, from 
thoſe innumc rable evils and miſchiefs, to 
which folly, vice and wickedneſs of every 
kind will inevitably expoſe me, and enjoy 
that peace and ſatisfaction of mind, which 
ariſes from a ſenſe of thy approbation, and 
a proſpe& of that glorious world which we 
are encouraged to hope for, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, who has inſtructed us to 
offer theſe petitions to thee, our heavenly 
Father; to whom I would aſcribe all ho- 
nour, glory, and dominion, both now and 
for ever. Amen. 
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MT glorious Jehovah ! thou art the 
only living and true God, From thee 

all other beings, whatever be their rank or 
con- 
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condition, derive their exiſtence, and on 
thee depend for the continuance of it. All 
nature is thy workmanſhip; all its laws are 
eſtabliſhed by thee; all its parts are ever 
fulfilling thy great and good deſigns. The 
thought, that thy dominion is univerſal and 
eternal, fills my mind with ſacred joy. 


I thank thee, that thou haſt aſſigned me 
a place among thy rational offspring, and 
exhibited to my admiring view ſo many 
illuſtrious diſplays of thy adorable per- 
fettions. Thou haſt beſtowed on me the 
capacity, with which I am endowed, of be- 
holding, with reverence and delight, num- 
berleſs indications of thy conſtant ſuperin- 
tendence over thy works, and of partaking, 
with conſcious pleaſure, of the happy effects 
of thy wiſe and benevolent adminiſtration. 
To thee I gratefully aſcribe the preſervation 
of my powers of thinking, acting, and en- 
Joying, together with an exemption from 
ſo many of the evils, and a continued ſup- 
ply of ſo many of the comforts, of life. 
F 'The 
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The events of another day have afforded 
me freſh evidence of thy fatherly goodnels. 
Condeſcend, O gracious author of all good, 
to accept my evening tribute of unfeigned 
and fervent thankſgiving for all the benefits, 
with which my {wiftly paſſing days have 
hitherto been crowned by thy never: failing 
benignity and care. 


At the ſame time that I devoutly bleſs 
thee for every inſtance of thy love, I earneſt. 
ly implore thy forgiveneſs of my numerous 
and aggravated fins and follies, Hide thy 
face, O God, from my tranſgreſſions, and 
blot out all my iniquities. Grant, that, 
filled with the deepeſt remorſe for having 
offended ſo kind and liberal a benefactor, 
and a thorough abhorrence of every evil 
way, 1 may retire to reſt in the enjoyment 
of thy pardon and ſavour, that, ſhould I 
ſink this night into the repole of death, I 
may ſleep in Jeſus, and rife to glory, ho- 
nour, and immortality at his appearing and 
kingdom ; or, ſhould 1 awake in the morn- 

ing 
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ing of the morrow, bleſſed with a capacity 
of Aſcharging the duties of life, I may enter 
on the performance of them better prepared 
by this evening's devotion to improve a- 
right the means of grace and the diſpenſa- 
tions of thy providence. Shouldeſt thou 
vouchſafe me future opportunities of ad- 
dreſſing prayer to thee in the preſent ſtate, 
may I keep up ſo diligent a watch over the 
workings of my heart, the door of my hps, 
and the actions of my life, that I may every 
time approach thy throne freer from moral 
defects and imperfeCtions, farther advanced 
in every chriſtian excellence, more capable 
of enjoying the pure and ſublime pleaſure 
of intercourſe with thee, and more enhven- 
ed and elevated with the tranſporting hope 
of being finally admitted to ſhare in the ex- 
alted joys of heavenly worſhip, and in a 


more intimate acquaintance and commu- 


vion with thee, the original and inexhauſti- 
ble fountain of light, love, and happinefs, 


United to all mankind by the bond of a 
1 com- 
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common nature, I humbly intercede with 
thee in their behalf. Cauſe ſciences of 
every kind to be more widely ſpread among 
them; and prepare them eſpecially for the 
cordial reception and faithful improvement 
of divine knowledge revealed in the golpel, 


Bring the nations, where Chriſtianity is 
already profeſſed, to a better underſtanding 
and more general avowal and ſupport of its 
genuine dottrines, and to a more uniform 
and ſteady obſervance of its ſacred inſtitu- 
tions and commands. Let the mild, equi- 
table, forbeating, and generous ſpirit of the 
goſpel operate more and more in the regu- 
gulation of the intercourſe of chriſtian na- 
tions; in the formation and execution of 
the laws, by which they are reſpectively 
governed; and in the ſocial, conduct of the 
individuals, of whom they are compoſed, 
towards one another, till they all come to 
enjoy the bleſſings of undiſturbed peace, 
rational freedom, and good order. 
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Reform the guilty inhabitants of theſe 
iſlands, and continue to them their abuſed 
and forfeited privileges. Direct the mea- 
ſures of our rulers; preſerve tranquillity 
among us; and ſupply all our natural and 
ſpiritual wants. Let righteouſneſs exalt us 
as a people; and be thou our glory and 
defence. 


Protect my friends from all real evil; 
ſucceed their labours in their lawful pur- 
luits; keep them at all times in thy fear 
and obedience; and at length unite them 
and me to each other and to the aſſembly 
of the juſt made perfect in heaven. If I 
have enemies, 1 forgive them, as I hope to 
be ſorgiven by thee, my God; implore for 
them thy pardon ; and earneſtly wiſh the 
reformation of every thing wrong in their 
temper and conduct, and their final and 
everlaſting happineſs. Thou afflicteſt not 
willingly, and grieveſt not the children of 
men for thy pleaſure. Let thoſe, on whom 
thou haſt laid a ſllictions, profit by thy fa- 

F 5 therly 
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therly chaſtiſements, learning wiſdom by 
what they ſuffer; and in thy due time re- 
move from them the ſtroke of thy hand. 
Keep thoſe, to whom thou granteſt health, 
eaſe, and proſperity, from preſuming on a 
continuance of thoſe bleſſings, or making 
an ill uſe of them while they remain in 
their poſſeſſion ; from denying or forgetting 
thee, the author of them ; and from putting 
off the neceſſary work of preparing for the 
enjoyment of a better and more enduring 
ſubſtance in heaven, Suit thy dealings 
with perſons of all ages and conditions to 
their ſeveral characters and exigencies. 


If I have prayed for any thing improper 
for myſelf or others, mercifully withhold it. 
Whatever thou ſceſt to be proper for them 
or me, whether aſked or unaſked, gracioul- 
ly beftow. In granting or denying the 
petitions of thy ſervant, let that alone be 
done, which appears beſt to thee, the right- 
ful ſovereign and ſole governor of the uni- 
verſe; thou canſt not do wrong. To thy will 
I bow 
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bow with the profoundeſt reverence, and 
- to thee I now deſire to join with every ſin- 


, cere worſhipper of thy adorable Majeſty, 
, in alcribing bleſſing, and glory, and wiſ- 
1 dom, and honour, and power, and might 
4 for ever and ever. Amen, 


FRIDAY MoRNING, 


0 () GOD, the ſupreme maker and pover- 
nor of the world, perfect in all that is 
truly great and lovely! I, thy unworthy 


r ſervant, appear before thee, under the 
. deepeſt ſenſe of thy glorious perfections, 
n and of my own great and many tailings and 
- imperfections. Under this ſenſe, the only 
C ſupport and ſatis faction to my mind is, that 
e thou art too juſt and too good, not to accept 
t of the ſincere endeavours of thy creatures to 
i- reform whatever has been amiſs in their paſt 


I conduct; and that thou haſt ſent thy ſon. 
N | Jeſus 
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Jelus Chrilt into the world to ſave us from 
our lins, and to declare to us plain the 
terms of thy forgiveneſs, and favour, In is 
name, therefore, I preſent myſelf betore 
thee, and, as his diſciple, I cntreat of thee 
the pardon of whatſoever thou haſt ſeen 
amils in me, from the bepinning of my ra- 
tional life unto this day. Forgive, O Lord, 
every wilful thought of my mind, which 
has been diſagrecable to thy nature and pre- 
cepts; every word of my mouth, unworthy 
of a man or a chriſtian; every inſtance of 
my behaviour, which has been diſpleaſing 
to thee, or my own conlcicnce z every of- 
fence, of whatſover ſort or degree, apainſt 
thee, my neighbour, or myſelf. Forgive 
me all the fins, which I myſelf can now 
call to my own remembrance; and forgive 
me likewiſe all thoſe tranſgreſſions of thy 
holy will, which may now be out of the 
reach of my memory, but have been open 
to thy all-ſeeing eye, and are known to 
thee, with all their circumſtances and ag-' 
gravations, Ee 
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Pardon me, O Lord, according to the 
abundant goodneſs of thy nature, and the 
declarations, made by thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and grant me that forgiveneſs, which I nei- 
ther aſk, nor expect, but upon thoſe terms 
and conditions, which thy holineſs and mcr- 
cy have laid down in his poſpcl, Behold, 
O Lord, I entirely and willingly forgive all, 
who have, in any inſtance, or in any de- 
gree, offended or injured me; without 
which I ought to entertain no hopes of my 
own forgiveneſs, And if I have myſelf in- 
jured any perſon, I am as truly diſpoſed and 
ready to make all poſſible reparation, as I 
am to entreat thy ſavour to myſelf. And 
as I am ſenſible, that no forgivencſs can be 
expected, according to thy goſpel, without 
amendment of life, I ſeriouſly renounce all 
communication, with whatſoever is diſ- 
pleafing to thee, and ſincerely reſolve to 
make it my great endeavour to correct every 
thing, that is amiſs in my temper and beha- 
viour, and to bring myſelf ſtill nearer to thy 
holineſs and happineſs, Forgive me, there- 

fore, 
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fore, as thou haſt promiſed by thy ſon.— 
Accept me to thy mercy; and give ſucceſs 
I earneſtly beſeech thee, by thy gracious 
favour and providence, to thele purpoſes 
and deſigns of my ſoul, 


And now, O Lord, according to the 
ſame goodneſs to thy creatures, graciouſly 
reccive the earneſt petitions, which I offer 
to thee for eyery good, that it 1s fit for me 
to pray for. I acknowledge thee to be the 

great author of all our beings ;: the original 

of all our happineſs ; the giverof all g554 
gifts; and the diſpoſer of all events; and, 
therefore, profeſs my dependance upon thee 
alone for every thing I ought to with for 
or deſire, I am ſenſible, O Lord, that to 
thee entirely I muſt owe every degree of 
happineſs I can ever enjoy, or hope for, I 
am ſenfible, that thou art the tendereſt ſa- 
ther and beſt friend to thy creatures; diſ- 
poſed to lead them to their greateſt good; 
and ready to promote and aſſiſt their ſincere 
endeavours after it. And, therefore, be- 
fore 
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fore thee and in thy preſence, I willingly 


lay open the deſires and wiſhes of my 
ſoul, which I think agreeable to reaſon and 
thy holy will. 


I eſteem ir the glory of our nature, that we 


are made capable of ſuch an exalted and ration- 
al happineſs, as refults from the knowledge 
of thee, and the imitation of thy perfections. 
And, as thou haſt more fully aſſured us of 
this in the Chriitian religion, let the ſerious 
conſideration of that grace and mercy, which 
has appeared in that diſpenſation, effectually 
lea me to the good end propoſed in it. Let 
the holy precepts of that perfect inſtitution, 
by which I profeſs to be guided, and the 
unſpotted example of that great maſter, 
whoſe follower I deſire to be accounted, en- 
gage me to live in all reſpects as becomes 
the goſpel and the diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Particularly, O Lord, let the conſideration 
of the peculiar genius of that goſpel and of 
thoſe virtues, which. the great author of it 
accounted the glory of his own life, influ- 

ence 
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ence me to endeavour to excell in them, and 
engage me to love the whole race of man- 
kind with an univerſal charity and benefi- 
cent diſpoſition ; to rejoice at all opportuni- 
ties of doing good, either to the ſouls or 
bodies of men, and of adding to the fatis- 
faction and happineſs of all about me; to 
ſtoop, even to the loweſt offices of kindneſs 


to others; to be ready to forgive the 


ſharpeſt and moſt undeſerved injuries, and 
to return pity and benevolence for them; 
and to be ever willing to condeſcend, and 
yield for the good of others; that ſo, the 
trueſt humflity, and the moſt extenſive cha- 
rity may adorn every action and circum- 
ſtance of my life, and all pride and paſſion 
and uncharitableneſs may be checked and 
ſubdued, by the power of religion, and the 
lovelineſs of the contrary virtues. 


Let the ſenſe of my own many failings, 
and the imperfections of our nature, diipoſe 
me to be willing to put a candid and tavour- 
able interpretation, upon all thole actions 

of 
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of others, which can juſtly and reaſonably 
demand it, or admit of it; as well as to be 


ever ready to forgive the offences of others 


towards myſelf, And let the ſenſe of thy 
goodneſs, in allowing me ſtill time and op- 
portunity for perfecting my ſoul in all that 
15 praiſe-worthy, induce me to ſtudy more 


conitantly and uniformly to pleaſe and imi- 
tate thee. 


My outward condition with reſpect to the 
good things of this world, it is my happi- 
neſs, as well as duty, to refer wholiy to thy 
wiſe will and pleaſure. But as thou haft 
ordained us to belong to this world, as 
well as to expect another, and haſt tramed 
us fo, that we cannot but he ſeaſibly affect- 
ed with our good and bad eſtate here below, 
of thee, it becomes us to beg, with ſubmiſ- 
ſion to thy providence, the ſecurity and 
continuance of the good things we already 
enjoy, and the increaſe of thein, if that be 
truly good and needtul. And as, by thy 
appointment, I have already experienced in 
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this world many evils and afflictions, and 
have been witneſs to many more around me, 
ſuffer me to implore the gracious regards of 
thy fatherly affection towards me, and to 
pray to thee, with reſpect to them, accord- 
ing to the pattern of thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 
Father, if it be poſſible—if it be conſiſtent 
with, and agreeable to, thy wiſe and gra- 
cious purpoſes, ſecure me and all in whoſe 
happineſs I am moſt nearly concerned, from 
all ſad accidents, and calamitous events; 
from all tormenting pains, and grievous 
diſcates z and from every thing inconſiſtent 
with ſuch a happineſs as may lawfully be 
deſired in this ti anſitory world. Neverthe- 
leſs, not as Iwill, but as thou wilt. And, 
therefore, O Lord, if thy unerring wiſdom 
{hall otherwiſe determine, let the ſerious me- 
ditation on the example of Chriſt himſelf, 
and that innumerable company of the beſt of 
men, who have gone before me in this con- 
flict, inſpire me with a zeal to imitate their 
patience z and let the contemplation of thy 
fatherly goodneſs engage me to a hearty 

and 
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and rational ſubmiſſion to all thy diſpenſa- 
tions; remembering what a happineſs it is 
to be under the government of a Being, 
who knows what is in all reſpects beſt, and 
who cannot afflict his creatures but for wiſe 
and good ends, And let the ſenſe of thy 
gracious deſign in all my afflicions lead me 
to the true and right uſe of them: to diſen- 
gage my affections more and more from 
this world, and to ſeek for happineſs in a 
better and never- changing (tate, 


Let the conſideration of the certainty of 
death, the laſt of all temporal evils, influ- 
ence me to endeavour to make it happy by 
ſuch a virtuous life, as may give me a well- 
grounded hope in thy mercy. Let the re- 
view of thoſe uncertainties and troubles I 
have met with in this world, render me the 
more ready and contented, at thy appointed 
time, to leave it. And let the proſpect of 
glory and happinefs heteafter exalt my mind 
above any fond regards to this ſtate of ſin 
and imperfection, and enable me to act as 
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becomes one, who truly believes life and 
immortality to be brought to light through 
the goſpel, 


Finally, O Lord, my great and chief re- 
queſt is, that, by the diſpoſitions of thy 
good providence, I may obtain everlaſting 
happineſs hereafter ; and that the ſtate of 
this world, with reſpect to me, may be fo 
ordered, and the trials, to be appointed 
for me in it, may be ſo proportioned to my 
condition and powers, as molt effectually to 
ſecure my eternal and greateſt good, after 
the days of this life are paſſed away. Deny 
to me, therefore, out of thy great goodneſs, 
whatſoever is truly bad or unfit for me, 
though 1 ſhould be ſo weak as to deſire and 
wiſh for it: and grant me every thing, that 
is truly good for me, though I ſhould be fo 
blind, and ſo void of wiſdom, as not to ſee 
or aſk it, As far as my petitions are reaſon- 
able, and agreeable to the eternal laws of 
wiſdom, and the purpoſes of thy governing 
Providence, and thy holy goſpel, ſo far 

| only 
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only I entreat thy favourable conſent unto 
them. As far as they are not fo, I utterly 
renounce them, and ſubmit my own will 
entirely to thine , and ir. a deep ſenſe of my 
own imperfections, beg of thee to accept of 
the ſincerity of my heart; and out of the 
abundant goodneſs of thy nature, to over- 
look and ſupply all the defects of my ſer- 
vices, | 


Accept, gracious God, of my grateful 
acknowledgements for that inſtance of thy 
fatherly goodneſs, which has been manifeſt- 


ed to me during the paſt night, in granting 


me the refreſhment of ſleep, and preſerving 
my life from every fatal diſaſter. To thee 
do I offer the chearful tribute of my praiſe 
alſo, for reſtoring to me the conſciouſneſs 
of my exiltence, and with it, the delight- 
ful perſuaſion of thy univerſal providence ; 
for the renewed uſe of my reaſoning and 
active powers, and for the proſpect of re- 
ceiving freſh enjoyments. To thee I defire 
to deyote the new portion of time, which 

G 5 thou 
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thou art pleaſed in thy great goodneſs to 
allot me, by ſpending it in a diligent and 
faithful performance ot the duties ot life, 
Theſe prayers and praiſes I offer up to thee, 
in the name of thy fon Jeſus Chriſt, pro- 
feſſing myſelf to be his diſciple and my ex- 
peCtation of being accepted on the merciful 
terms of his goſpel, By him may there re- 
ſult to thee immortal glory. Amen. 


Friday EVENING, 


O Thou greateſt and beſt of all beings! 

I offer thee the indiſpenſible tribute of 
the ſincereſt praiſes and thankſgivings: due 
to the glories of thy nature and to thy good- 


neſs to thy creatures. I know, O God, 
that thy perfections are far exalted above 
all that can be conceived or expreſſed by us ; 
that thy mercies are above all our thanks; 
and that thy unalterable attributes ſtand 

not 
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not in need of any homage we can pay. 


But it becomes us to acknowledge and ce- 
lebrate them. 


The glories of thy nature are the glories 
of perfect power and perfect holineſs, adorn- 
ed with perfect goodneſs, and guided by 
unerring wiſdom and knowledge; ſuch 
glories as are in themſelves worthy of our 
highelt almiration and praiſes; as well as 
the foundation of all the happineſs, we our- 
ſelves can poſſibly enjoy or hope for. 


As it becomes us to celebrate the lovely 
perfections of thy nature, as it is in itſelf, ſo 
are we indiſpenſably obliged to pay thee 
our molt grateful acknowledgments, for the 
diſplay of thoſe perfections in all thy diſ- 
penſations towards thy creatures, and for 
every inſtance of thy tender regard to us. 
Accept, therefore, O gracious Lord and 
mercifal Father, the poor tribute of my 
unfeigned thanks for the manifold experien- 
ces, which I have had of thy loving kind- 
neſs, and the many marks I have received 


of 
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of thy undeſerved favours. To thee I owe 
my exiſlence; and, together with it, all the 
faculties and powers, that diſtinguiſh our 
nature from that of the lower, animal world. 
And as it is impoſſible to conceive any end 
in thy creating me, and placing me in that 
rank of creatures, to which I belong, but 
the glory of communicating thy own hap- 
pinels in all fitting proportion; fo, when I 
conſider what it is to be made capable of 
knowing thee, the fountain of all good ; of 
imitating thee, the original of all perfection; 
and of enjoying thy favour, the foundation 
of all laſting and ſubſtantial happineſs; I 
muſt acknowledge thy undeſerving good- 
neſs, and for ever praiſe thee for making 
me capable of ſo ineſli:aable bleſſings. 


I muſt remember likewiſe, with the high- 
eſt gratitude, before thee, that, in order to 
ſecure and carry forward this gracious end 
of our creation the more eſfeQually, it hath 
pleaſed thy goodneſs to ſend thy beloved 


Son into the world, to teach, and live, and 
| die, 


FAI DAY EVYEN ING. 81 


die, in order to ſave us from our ſins, and 
to conduct us effectually to our true and 
everlaſting happinels. I blels thee for the 
divine inſtructions he hath given his fol- 
lowers, concerning the certain method of 
obtaining eternal life ; for the blameleſs 
and perfect example of holineſs and pa- 
tience, he hath ſet before us; for his hum- 
bling himſelf, even to the death upon the 
croſs, and ſhedding his blood for the remil- 
ſion of our ſins; and for his plain declara- 
tions of thy gracious acceptance of all ſuch 
as ſincerely receive him for their maſter, 
and heartily endeavour to know, and com- 
ply with, his terms. I bleſs thee for the 
mighty evidences he gave, that he was truly 
ſent by thee on ſo gracious an errand, by 
the purity of his doQrine ; by the integrity 
of his life; by the nature and number of 
his miracles; by the glory of his reſurrec- 
tion, after an ignominious death ; by his 
aſcenſion into heaven; and by his pouring 
down from thence the wonderful gift ot the 
holy ſpirit, in order to the propagation of 

his 
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his religion, and the ſettlement of his 
church: by all theſe arguments, eſtabliſh- 
ing our conſciences in peace and truth. 


I bleſs thee, that the joyful ſound of thy 
goſpel hath arrived to this part of the world; 
that it hath here, by the peculiar favour of 
thy good providence, been reformed from 
many groſs abuſes, under which it long la- 
boured ; and now lies open to the view and 
ſlady of all men; that, by thy merciful 
appointment, I have been called to the 
knowledge of it, as it is in itſelf; and ſo 
am the better aſſured of the true way to 
happineſs; the more forcibly engaged to 
follow after it; and the more likely to ob- 
tain, great degrees of it, if I be not wanting 
to myſelf; for all which inſtances of thy 
undeſerved and ineſtimable goodneſs, no 
words can ſufficiently expreſs. the grateful 
fentiments which ought to fill and poſſeſs 
my ſoul. 


Accept likewiſe, O God, my hearty and 
un- 
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unfeigned thanks for the conſtant regards of 
thy good providence, towards me, to which 
I am indebted for many fingular and pe- 
culiar happineſſes. To thee I owe, that I 
was born in a country, where chriſtianity is 
ſecurely profefled; that I have been in- 
ſtructed in the principles of true religion 
and virtue; and my mind led to the know- 
ledge of the moſt uſeful and important 
truths; and particularly, that I have been 
ſecured, by thy goodneſs, from many of 
thole great and hazardous trials, which 
have ſo often proved fatal to others. To 
thee I owe whatever opportunities I have 
enjoyed of improving myſelf in what is 
truly praiſe worthy ; whatever peculiar ad- 
vantages there are in that condition, in 
which it hath pleaſed thee to place me with 
reſpect to this world, towards the attaining 
the greateſt good and happineſs of a rea- 
ſonable creature. To thee, the great Crea- 
tor and Governor of the world, I owe all 
theſe bleſſings; and to thee I offer up my 


ſincereſt acknowledgements for them. 
I bleſs 
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I- bleſs thee for that daily care of thy 
government over this world, by which I 
have been preſerved, ever ſince I was born, 
from innumerable dangers: many more 
than I can number, and many more than 1 
know of. A mercy, which I ought thank- 
fully to acknowledge, not merely with re- 
ſpect to this life, but to a better; as by this 

eans I have ſtill greater opportunities of 
advancing yet farther in the paths of vir- 
tue, and adding an increaſe to my happi- 
nels in the world to come. 


I defire hkewile to offer up my unfeigned 
thanks for all thoſe temporal bleſſings and 
conveniences, by which thou haſt made my 
paſſage through this world much more to- 
lerable and eaſy, than it would otherwiſe 
have been; for the uſe of my reaſon and 
underſtanding preſerved to me, without 
which all other bleſſings are vain ; for that 
mealure of health and ſtrength; that caſe 
and freedom trom pain, which I have en- 
Joyed; for the ſupports of friendſhip and 

ſociety; 
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ſociety; for the comforts of food, and rai- 
ment, and habitation ; and for all the good 
things, with which thou haſt in- mercy 
ſurrounded me, and thoſe in whoſe good 
eſtate I am nearly concerned; whilſt ſo 
many others paſs their lives, under the 
heavy preſſure of the contrary evils, 


What can I render unto thee, O Lord, 
worthy of all the numberleſs inſtances of 
thy favour, which I have experienced? I 
praiſe and magnify thy great and glorious 
name; and acknowledge myſelf under the 
ſtricteſt and moſt indiſpenſable obligations 
to live, and act, in all reſpects, as becomes 
one, that hath taſted ſo largely of thy lov- 
ing kindneſs. I profeſs, O Lord, my hearty 
relolution of endeavouring to do ſo; and 
offer up my ſincere defires, that by the 
conſideration of what I have now remem- 
bered b-fore thee, I may be led to make 
returns in ſume degree ſuitable to ſo many, 
and ſo great, inſtances of thy goodneſs. 


H Let 
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Let the ſerious contemplation of thy 
glories and perfections incite me to endea- 
vour conſtantly to adorn my own nature 
with thoſe moral perfeQions, which I ac- 
knowledge to be ſo worthy of praiſe; en- 
gage me to imitate what appears ſo truly 
lovely and glorious. Let the conſideration 
of thy merciful deſign in making me capable 
of knowing thee, and being cternally happy 
in thy favour, powerfully move me to make 
ſuch an uſe of thoſe faculties, thou haſt en- 
dowed me with, that they may lead me to a 
due ſenſe of this happinels, and conduct me 
ſaſe to the poſſeſſion of thoſe plcaſures, 
which are at thy right hand. Let thy un- 
ſpeakable mercy in ſending thy ſon into the 
world ſor ſecuring and promoting my hap- 
pinels, effectually influence me to embrace 
his offers; to ſulfil his commands; to imi- 
tate his example; and to live in all reſpeQs 
as becomes his diſciple. Let the ſenſe of 
thoſe peculiar advantages which I have, by 
thy ſpecial fayour, enjoyed, lead me to ſuch 

a care- 
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careful uſe and improvement of them, 
that they may be the happy occaſion of 


more than ordinary degrecs of perfection 
and glory hercafter. 


Let the conſideration of thy gracious de- 
ſign in affording me ſo many temporal good 
things, and ſv many comforts, in this im- 
perfect ſtate, influence me to uſe them all 
to thy glory, as periſhing, uncertain goods ; 
and to be employed for the uſe and ſupport 
of others, as well as my own, And let the 
ſerious remembrance of all thy great and 
undelerved goodneſs to me, open and en- 
large my heart towards others; lead me to 
imitate what I praiſe and celebrate ſo much 
in thee; and teach me to be ready to do 
good to all; to pity the follics and miſeries 
of mankind; and, as far as I am able, to 
promote the happineſs of all around me, 
that by ſuch a return to all the inſtances of 
thy goodneſs and mercy, 1 may ſhew my- 
ſelf truely ſenſible of them, and ſincerely 
thankful for them, 


R.2 Look 
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Look in great mercy upon the ſad eſtate 
of that part of mankind, who know not thy 
nature, nor worſhip thee, as becomes thy 
perfeQtions. Put an end to their idolatry 
and ſuperſtition, by ſhewing them the light 
and evidence of thy goſpel, in its ſimplici- 
ty; and, by bringing them to the know- 
ledge of thy truth, lead them to a capacity 
of greater degrees of happineſs, than they 
could otherwiſe arrive at. Fave pity like- 
wile on the remains of thy ancient people 
the Jews; and all others, who are better 
inſtructed in the belief and worſhip of thee, 
than the pagan world; and guide them to a 
yet greater degree of true knowledge, by 
_ directing their way to the knowledge of thy 
ſon, and the practice of his laws; and bring- 
ing them, by this means, to the juſtiſication 
and happineſs of Chrillians. 


Viſit, with a more ſp-cial grace and fa- 
vour, the whole Chriſtian world; all who 
are called by the name of thy Son, and pro- 
fels his holy religion, Behold, O Lord, a 


large 
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large ſcene of ſpiritual evils, worthy of thy 
gracious and merciful interpoſition; in 
many places, the faith, once delivercd to 
the ſaints in purity and ſimplicity, ener- 
vated by vain and groundleſs traditions, or 
darkened by the inventions of men; the 
worſhip of thee, O Father, expreſsly eſta- 
bliſhed by thy Son Jeſus Chrift, in ſpirit 
and in truth, overclouded by numberleſs 
ſuperſtitions, and even deſtroyed by idola- 
try itſelf; the moral laws, which thy Son 
came to relcue trom the corruptions of men 
and to enforce upon his tollowers, rendered 
ineffectual by many human devices, and 
falſe notions of religion, ſet up inſtead of 
them; and the progrels of thy holy goſpel 
Ropped and hindered by the wicked lives, 
and ſcandalous behaviour, of thoſe who 
profeſs it. 


Interpoſe, I beſeech thee, and put an ef- 
fectual ſtop to thele great and unchriſtian 
evils. Confound the devices of all ſuch as 
uphold, or encourage, any degree of ſuper- | 
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ſtition, for baſe and ſecular ends. Give 4 
powerful check to all ſorts, and all degrees 
of perſecution and oppreſſion, fo ſcandalous 
and deſtructive to thy holy religion, which 
miſtaken or wicked men pretend to pro- 
mote by ſuch impious methods. Put a ſtop 
to all ſpiritual tyranny, and to all uſurpa- 
tions over the conſciences of men; and 
diſſipate thoſe clouds of ignorance, which 
diſpoſe people to a bale and ignominious 
ſlavery to the dictates of men, rather than 
to a rational enquiry into thy holy will, 
which lies open to them. And above all, 
exert thy almighty arm in vindication of 
the cauſe of virtuc ; leading all profeiſcd 
Chriſtians to ſuch a ſenſe of the importance 
of it, as that they may ſtudy to adorn their 
lives with a behaviour, ſuitable to their holy 
| Profeſſion; and recommend it to the ex- 
perience and approbation of the unbeliey- 
ing world by the integrity and unblamea- 
bleneſs of their converſation. 


| Particularly grant that all Chriſtians, 
who 
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who have departed from the groſs corr up- 
tions of Popery, may depart entirely from 
the ſpirit of it; that, as they profeſs to 
make the ſcripture the rule of faith, ſo they 
may without relerve leave it as ſuch to all 
their neighbours; that, as they have nobly 
contended for their own religious liberty 
and Chriſtian rights, fo they may not loſe the 
glory of this, by contraditling it in their be- 
haviour towards others ; but that they may, 
by their exemplary deportment, and their 
ſteady adherence tothe principles of righ- 
teouſneſs, peace, and mutual forbearance, 
manifeſt to all the world the ſincerity of 
their reformation; and reap the fruit of it, 
by ſtudying to excel in all that is praiſe- 
worthy. 


Nor ought I to forget, O great Governor 
of the univerſe, the civil eſtate of the king- 
doms of the earth. Put an end, O Lord, 
at length to the diſorders and confuſions, 
occalioned by the weak and ambitious 
lords of this world; and ſhew thy ſelf in- 

0 deed, 
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deed, the King of Kings, and Lord of lords. 
Permit no longer the happineſs of human 
ſociety to be, in any part of thy creation, 
ruined and laid waſte by the inferior go- 
vernment of men, which was inſtituted ſole— 
ly for the ſupport and comfort of it. Bring 
public diſgrace and confution, upon all ty- 
rants and oppreſſors, and honour, with par- 
ticul ir mirks of thy favour, all P:inces, who 
ſincerely ſludy to anſwer the ends of their 
inſtitution ; that lo, the triumphs of inſati— 
able ambition may at length ceate from the 
earth, and the bleſſings of good government 
be felt throughout the world, 


Let the praiſes and thankſgivings, which 
my heart hath now ſent up, as the homage 
due to thy perteQtions and goodneſs, be 
acceptable to thee. And rcctt not the in- 
terceſhons I have made tor the temporal 
and eternal happinef$ of all my fellow 
creatures. 


And now, O Lord, take me, I once 
3 more 
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more entreat thee, into thy powerful and 
wiſe protection during the hours of darkneſs 
and ſilence; and permit me, after a night 
of undiſturbed repoſe, to ſee the light of 
another day in health and peace; and the 
praiſe of all ſhall be thine for ever. Amen. 
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DORABLE God ! I come to thee with 

a firm belief of thy being and provi- 
dence, the profoundeſt veneration for thy 
matchleſs exceilencies, the fulleſt conviction 
of my abſolute dependence on thee for life, 
and breaih, and all things, and a moſt grate- 
ful ſenſe of thy ſtupendous condeſcenſion and 
mercy in encouraging me to call upon thee 
as a kind father, ever diſpoſed to give good 
things to thy children, who aſk thee for them. 
I deſire now and at all times to worſhip thee, 


who art a ſpirit, in ſpirit and in truth; and 


[ re- 
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I rejoice in the thought, that thou art the 
rewarderot all thoſe, who diligently ſeek thee. 


Innumerable are the benefits, fer which I 
am bound to praiſe and magnify thy great 
and glorious name. All I am, ail I have, 
all I hope for, I owe entirely to thee, Thou 
alone art the author and preſerver of my 
being, with its various capacities and powers: 
thou alcne appointeſt my lot. Thou haſt 
made the earth, on which I dwell, by thy 
power, eſtabliſhed the world by thy wiſdom, 
and ſtretched out the heavens by thy diſcre- 
tion; and all that the ſurrounding creation, 
animate and inanimate, adminiſters, in any 
way, to my ſupport, comfort, entertainment, 
or inſtruction, is thy gift alone. Without a 
teacher, counſellor, or helper thou didſt at 
firſt contrive, produce, and arrange all the 
parts of nature, and ſettle all its laws; and 
without a peer, rival, or opponent thou reign- 
eſt throughout the univerſe, and doſt all thy 
pleaſure. It was thou alſo, who ſpakeſt in 
time paſt to the fathers by the prophets, and 

who 
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who in theſe laſt days haſt ſpoken to man- 
Kind at large by thy ſon. Whacever has 
been ſupernaturally communicated to any 
portion of the human race for their inſtrue- 
tion, reformation, edification in righteouſ- 
ncls, and final ſalvation, proceeded from 
thee, the father of lights, from whom alone 
cometh down every good and perfect gift. 
To thee, therefore, as the ſole original 
fountain of all my mercies, relating to the 
concerns of time and eternity, through what« 
ever channels conveyed to me, I now offer 
up the humble tribute of my praiſe from a 
heart, filled with inexpreſſible gratitude and 
the deepeſt ſenſe of thy unmerited goodneſs, 


To my mind, reflecting on thy bound- 
leſs and never-failing love, thy ſupreme au- 
thority, and indiſputable right to the ſervices 
of all thy creatures, my diſobedience to thee 
preſents itſelf under the dark colours of baſe 
ingratitude and ſhameful preſumption. I 
cannot plead before thee an ignorance of 
my duty in extenuation of my crimes. I 

have 
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have nothing to plead but thy mercy, to 
which I fly for pardon, with, I truſt, a ſin- 
cere;y penitent mind, a diſpoſition to for- 
give all my enemies, and a ſerious and deli— 
berate intention cf keeping henceforth thy 
commandments, O moſt gracious God! 
impute not to me the fins of my former 
days; cleanie me from all my iniquity ; 
and help me to carry the good purpoſe I 
have now formed into complete execution, 


I thank thee for the ſafe and refreſhing 
llumbers of another night, for the reſtoration 
of my mental and bodily powers this morn- 
ing, and for the opportunity, aſforded me 
by the prolongation of lite, of aſcertaining 
tie ſincerity of my repentance and the 
ſtrength of my good reſolutions, and of ac- 
quiring a greater preparation for future 
happineſs. May I go from this religiovs 
exercite better qualified to withſtand the 
temptat:ons, to perform the duties, to bear 
t s, and to enjoy the innocent plea- 
ſures of life. Impreſſed with an habitual 

ſenſe 
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ſenſe of thy conſtant inſpection and of my 
accountableneſs to thee, may I never allow 
myſelf to overlook any duty, which thou 
haſt required me to diſcharge, or to ſuffer 
the force of the obligation which I am un- 
der to perform it, to be leſſened, in my ap- 
prehenſion, by any fancy or paſſion of my 
own mind, the ſuggeſtion of others, or a 
ſight of the common practice of the world. 
Always remembering, that the rule of con- 
duct which thou haſt preſcribed me, is un- 
aitcrable, and that a deviation from any 
part of it will render ne obnoxious to thy 
diſpleaſure, may I Keep my attention fixed 
upon the whole of it, and follow in all 
things its directions, fearicls of the ſneers, 
cenſures, or perſeciition of men, and ani- 
mated by the proſpæct of thy approbation 
and an eternal reward, May ſupreme love 
to thee, the beſt of all beings, and diſinte- 
reſted benevolence to all mankind, co-ope- 


rate with a regard to my own eternal well- 
being, to determine me at all times to pro- 
mote thy glory, and the good of my fellow- 

1 crea- 
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creatures around me, to the utmoſt of my 
power. From the uniform purſuit of ſuch 
a conduct let nothing be able to divert me. 
With a conviction, thoroughly ſettled in my 
mind, that vice is a ſtain and reproach, and 
virtue an ornament and honour to human 
nature, may I act in every private purſuit, 
and in all my bufineſs and intercourſe with 
ſociety, equally ſolicitous, wherever I may 
be, or whatſoever I may be about, to ap- 
prove myſelf to thee, the omnipreſent and 
omniſcient Deity, and to my own conſci- 
ence, Making it my firſt and higheſt con- 
cern to cheriſh and ſtrengthen all worthy 
principles in my mind, and to follow their 
guidance in all the actions of my life, may 
I indulge no diſtreſſing anxiety about the 
events of time, but relying with full confi- 
dence on thy paternal care, enjoy, with 
thankfulneis and moderation, all the boun- 
ties, and ſubmit, with patience and an un- 
doubting expectation of a happy iſſue, to all 
the afflictive diſpenſations of thy providence. 


O com- 
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O common Father of the whole human 
race! bring thoſe, who know thee not and 
call not upon thy name, to the belief and 
acknowledgment of thy being, perfections, 
and government, to an acquaintance with 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, and to the obſer- 
vance of thy righteous laws. Let the ful- 
nels of the gentiles come in, and al: lirael 
be ſaved, Wich the goſpel cauſe uſetul 
ſcience of every fort to be more and more 
widely diffuſing its light, and every where 
in its progreſs meliorating the moral, civil, 
and political conditions of mankind. Put 
an end to all perſecution, uſurpation of thy 
authority, and ſpiritual thraldom, in the 
chriſtian world, May all profeflors of the 
goſpel come to own thee atone to be their 
father, and Chriſt alone to be their matter, 
in divine things; endeavour to edify one 
another in knowledge, faith, and holineſs; 
love, as brethren, with a pure and generous 
affection; and be careful to depart from all 
iniquity, 


I 3 Bleſs 
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Bleſs my native country with peace, plen- 
ty, and proſperity. Aſſiſt it Legiſlators in 
forming, and its Mazyiſtrates in executing, 
laws, that effectual proviſion may be made 
for the juſt puniſhment of evil doers, and 
tie praiſe and protection of them that do 
well. Diſpoſe the miniſters of the goſpel 
among us to give attendance to reading, ex- 
hortation, and doctrine; to inſti uct oppoſers 
of the truth with meeknels ; to be examples 
to believers in word, in converſation, in 
charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. Give 
us all an affecting ſenſe of our ſinfulneſs and 
demerit; remove trom among us whatever 
expoles us to the danger of incurring thy 
heavier judgements; and continue to us all 
our foricned privileges and auvantages.— 
May we all be faithful in the diſcharge of 
every duty, ariſing trom our relpective 
ages, ranks, relations, employments, and 
any other permanent or occaſional circum- 
ſtances in lite, and thus contribute in pro- 
portion fo our ſeveral abilities to the com- 
mon welfare, enjoy indiviuualiy, n the pre- 

| ſent 
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ſent ſtate, that peace of mind, which can» 
not be taken from us, and receive hereafter 
from our judge a crown of unfading glory. 


To thy unerring diſpoſal I now commend 
myſelf, If it be thy will, direct my ſteps 
in ſafety through the day; proſper my ho- 
neſt labours; and bring me again to the 
footſtool of thy throne in the evening, ſtill 
bleſſed with health, eaſe, and comfort. But 
whatever events await me on this or any fu- 


ture day of my life, may they find me pre- 
pi red to improve them aright. 


And now, O God, my hope is in thee. 
Leave me not, neither forſake me, O God 
of my ſalvation! Be my guide even unto 
death, and my portion for ever; and thine 
for ever be the praiſe, Amen. 


n 
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J*TERNAL God! thou alone art poſ- 
ſeſſed of underived, abſolutely perfect, 
1 5 and 
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and immutable excellence of nature and 
character. Whatever exiſts throughout the 
boundleſs regions of ſpace derived its be- 
ing from thee; was aſſigned by thee its 
place and uſes in thy creation; and is every 
moment accompliſhing, under thy unerring 
direction, the ends intended by thy wiſdom 
and goodneſs to be anſwered by it, Thou, 
O Lord, art great, and doſt wondrous 
things: thou art God alone, 


I bleſs thee, the creator, proprietor, and 
ruler of all things, for conſcious exiſtence, 
for the rank and fituation allotied ne among 
thy works, and for the capacity and means 
of enjoy ment, with which I have been fur- 
niſned. Thou haſt made and faſhioned me; 
given me ſenſes, appetites, and underſtand- 
ings; and appointed the circumſtances of 
my condition. All human beings and all 
inferiour creatures, that have in any way 
contributed to my welfare, have been in- 
ſtruments employed by thee for my good. 
While I debre to cheriſh a grateful ſenſe of 
the 
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the kindneſs of benefactors, whom thou haſt 
rendered capable of ſerving me from incli- 
nation and choice, I hold myſelf bound to 
look beyond all ſecond caules whatever to 
thee, the hit, ever- acting, and univerſal 
cauſe, and to adore and magnity thy {kill 
and benevolence, manifeſted in the contri- 
vance and diſpoſal of thoſe cauſes, and in 
their operation for my benefit. By what- 
ever means the preſervation of my life, 
health, eale, or comfort has been immedi— 
atel) ellected, 1 moſt thai kfully atcribe it 
to tlie conſtant agency of thy inviſible hand. 


I bleſs thee, the great fountain of all in- 
telligence and father of lights, for all the 
heips and advantages granted me for attain- 
ing knowledge and geodneſs, Thou be- 
ſtoweli upon every man the meaſure of un- 
derſtanding, which he poſſeſſes, and pro- 
videſt him wich all the means and opportu- 
nities of making intellectual and moral im- 
provement himſelf, and of aiding others to 


do the fame, which he enjoys. To thee, 


there- 
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therefore, I pay my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for all the aſſiſtance in the purſuit of 
uſeful ſcience and virtue, which thou haſt 
imparted to me through the channel of 
friends, teachers, books, or converſation. 
But J bleſs thee moſt of all tor the light, 
conſolation, and hope, which theu haſt 
put it into my power to obtain by a fre- 
quent and attentive peruſal of the cuntents 
of the ſacred volunic, by ſcrious meditation 


upon them, and by au imparti d aud diul- 


gent uſe of them in the regulation of my 
faith, temper, and practice. O adorable 


Fountain of wiſdom and love ! my lips can- 


not expreſs the gratitude I feel for being 
brought acquainted with the diſcoveries, re- 
lating to thy glorious peifections, thy ſu- 
preme and unrivalled don.inion throughout 
the univerſe, the principles of thy moral 
government, and the duties and proſpects of 
mankind, which ttou haſt condeſcended to 
make by Revelation, Gracioufly deign, 
omniſcient God, to accept the thankfulneſs 
for all thy mercigs, with which thou be- 

holdeſt 
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holdeſt my heart to be now filled, but which 
I have no words adequately to deſcribe. O 
that to cheriſh this thankfulneſ.,, and to act 
upon all occaſions as becomes one, who 
feels it, may be hencetorth my uniform en- 
deavour and delight. 


With deep remorſe I confeſs unto thee, 
O compaſſionate Father, that in paſt life I 
have been far from tak ing due pains to cul- 
tivate an habitualiy grateful frame ot mind 
towards thee, and a conſtant dijpoſition to 
yield an unrelerved obedience and ſubmiſſion 
to thy will, In the midſt of thy favours 
my mind has frequently been but little 1m- 
preſſed with a ſenſe of thy goodneſs, I 
have lived too much as if I had been inde- 
pendent of thy care and bounty, and had 
been indebted for the bleſſings I have en- 
Joyed to my own ſkill, labour, and prudence 
alone. I have acted in many inſtances as if 
I had thought, that I was not accountable 
to thee for my conduct, or obliged to be ſa- 
tisfied with thy allotments, but had a right 
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to follow my own inclinations and the de- 
vices of my own heart in the uſe of thy fa- 
vours, and to murmur at thy dealings, 
when any of them have been withdrawn. 
Many are the circumſtances, by which the 
guilt of my ingratitude and diſobedience has 
been bighly appravated. Thou haſt been 
pr longing my lite, at the very time that ! 
have been torfeiting it by my ttranlgreflions z 
crowning that lite with thy loving kindnels, 
at the very time that I have been unmind- 
ful of thy benefits and abuling them; and 
continuing to ſpeak to me by the voice of 
conſcience, providence, and revelation, at 
the very time that I have been refuſing to 
liſten to the advice and warnings, ſuggrile!] 
by cither. O mercitul God ! accept the ſa- 
crifice vt a broken and contrite heart, which 
I now offer up at the footſtool of thy 
throne ; caſt my ſins behind thy back, and 
hide thy face rom them for ever, 


I adore thee for all thy paſt forbearance 
and long-ſuffering. May I retire from this 
act 
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' 
act of devotion fully reſolved to make it 
wp pear by my future behaviour, that thy 
goodneſs, in bearing with me fo long, has 
led me to ſincere repentance, May the 
light, in which, at this moment of folemn 
intercourſe with thee, the juſt and holy 
(God, and the great ſcarcher of hearts, I view 
all fin, inſpire me with an invincible and 
permanent abhorrence of it, under wh t- 
ever diſguiſe it may aſſume. That I may 
not only be kept from ſinning agamſt thee, 
zun putting, thy patience ty a freſh trial, 
but alſo be incited to act in ſuch a manner, 
as will give me rational ground to hope, 
that my paſt offences are pardonedy and 
that I am an object of thy favour, may I be 
afliduous in the ue of all proper means to 
form quill ideas of things, and to fix good 
principles in my mind. As in the precepts 
which Jeſus taught, the pattern which he 
exhibited, and the motives, by which he was 
influenced, thou haſt clearly ſhewn me, in 
what manner and with what views I muſt 
act in orcer to pleaſe thee, may I carefully 
attend 
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attend to his inſtructions and example, Ac- 
knowledging his divine authority, may [I 
chearfully ſubmit to be governed by his 
laws; contemplating the illuſtrious charac- 
ter, which, made in all things like unto his 
brethren and tempted in all poipts as they 
are, he uniformly ſupported, may I feel my- 
ſelf raiſed above all the allurenients and ter- 
rors of the world; and firmly believing bis 
advancement to a ſtate of glory and happi- 
neſs to be a pledge of the advancement of 
his genuine diſciples to a ſimilar ſtate, may 
be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work, which thou haſt ſet me to 
do, confident that I ſhall then be glorified, 
with my exalted forerunner, by thee, the 
impartial rewarder of all thy faithful ſer- 
vants. Seeing in the life and converſation 
of Jeſus the efficacy cf thoſe principles, by 
which he was actuated, may I be induced 
to cultivate the ſame. May a ſupreme lave 
and reverence for thee, a conſtant zeal for 
thy glory, an inviolable attachment to the 
cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs, and an un- 

; bounded 


QI — TC 


— — — — — ——— — —— —— 


SATURDAY EVENINS. 109 


bounded and inextinguiſhable benevolence 
to mankind rule in my mind, as they did in 
his. Following the impulſe of theſe pure, 
ſublime, and ennobling principles in all, 
that I have to do with thee, my God, and 
with my fellow creatures around me, may I 
paſs through all the ſcenes of remaining life 
and the conflict with death, rejoicing in thee, 
as the infallible judge of what is beſt for me, 
and my future everlaſting portion. 


O benevolent Father of the whole human 
race, and righteous Lord of all the earth ! fo 
order the affairs of this world by thy wiſe and 
good providence, that the knowledge, vir- 
tue and happineſs of its inhabitants may be 
every where increaſing. For this purpoſe 
open a way for the univerſal propagation of 
unadulterated Chriſtianity and of all impor- 
tant truth, and cauſe them to be accompa- 
nied every where in their progreſs with their 
proper and genuine fruits. 


Promote the beſt intereſts of my native 
| K country. 
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country, Bleſs the King, the Queen, and 
all the Royal Family. May they be exam- 
ples and patrons of all virtue. Let the 
thrane be always ſurrounded with men of 
the ſoundeſt judgement and underitanding, 
the firiQteſt honour and fidelity, Let au- 


. thority be rightly exerciſed by all, who poſ- 


ſeſs it, and all the influence of ſtation, rank, 
and wealth be on the fide of religion, inte- 
grity, and holineſs, Reform all our errors, 
follies, and vices; preſerve to us undimi- 
nifhed all our civil and religious privileges 
and advantages; and continue to us the 
gifts of thy bounty. Give ſucceſs to the 
well- meant and fair endeavours of the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel, and of the teachers in 
Public and private ſeminaries of learning, to 
remove ignorance, diffuſe knowledge, and 
inſpire a love of truth and goodneſs. Diſ- 
poſe all to contribute, according to their re- 
ſpective abilities, to the improvement of one 
another in mind and outward condition, 


Compaſſionate the caſes of all afflidted 
Per- 
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perſons; render their ſufferings productive 
of their ſpiritual benefit; and in thy due 
time work out deliverance for them. Be- 
ſtow on my relations, friends and benefac- 
tors whatever they may ſtand in need of to 
ſupport and comfort them here, and to fit 
them for eternal life hereafter. Let my ene- 
mies, to whom I would return good for 
evil, recerve thy forgiveneſs; and bring 
them and me to a happy union in the fu- 
ture abode of peace, harmony, and love. 


To thee, the kind guardian of my paſt 
days, I no look for protection through the 
tight before me. Grant me unruſfled ſlum- 
bers, and watch over me in the defencelefs 
hours of fleep. Should it pleaſe thee to raiſe 
me up in the morning capable of difcharg- 
ing the duties of life, to thee may I grate- 
fully renew the conſecration of tny reſtored 
powers, and in thy fervice. henceforth em- 
ploy them, that in the morning of che reſur- 
tection I may riſe to dwell in thy bliſsful 
preſence with Jeſus and his ſaltits fot ever. 
Amen. 
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LORD, to whom I owe my life and 
every comfort of it, I moſt ſincerely 

pray that I may live always mindful of my 
dependence upon thee, and the mercies I 
have reccived from thee. May I conſider, 
that no action, word or thought of mine is 
unknown to thee; and therefore be at all 
times careful to think, to ſpeak and to do 
what 13 right. As I hope to be eternally 
happy, may I ſeriouſly attend to thoſe du- 
ties which muſt qualify me for being ſo.— 
Grant that I may keep it always uppermoſt 
in my thoughts, that thy favour is only to 
be obtained by the holineſs of my life, and 
by doing in it all the good in my power, 
Let it be ever in my heart to db all kind 
dflices 
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offices and to promote peace and happineſs 
among my neighbours, May I be true and 
faithful to all my engagements ; eſpecially 
to the promiſes and vows of obedience made 
to thee. May I be careful to govern my 
paſſons—to correct in myſelf every vicious 
inclination—to keep my body in temperance 
and chaſtity—to be true and honeſt in all 
my dealings—and to do to others what I 
ſhould in their caſe expect them to do unto 
me. Give me health and ſtrength. chear- 
fully to go through the duties of my calling. 
Bleſs the labour of my hands, and accept of 
my honeſt induſtry, as a part of the duty I 
owe to thee, as well as to myſelf, my rela- 
tives, and my country. Let no temptations 
of pleaſure or of profit rob me of my honeſty 
and virtue. In thy favour and the hope of 
thy eternal mercy I ſhall be happy in what- 
ever ſtation of life thou art pleaſed to place 
me. Let this hope, founded on the goſpel 
of thy Son, be my comfort, my refuge, and 
ſupport in all circumſlances. Amen. 


K 5 | For 
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{YN LORD, who haſt preſerved me this 

day, I bleſs thee for thus continuing 
thy care of and goodneſs towards me. Grant 
that I may ſhew my thankfulneſs by my ſin- 
cere endeavours to perform thy will in all 
things. 1 moſt humbly beg forgiveneſs of 
every ſin that I have committed; and it is 
Iikewiſe my moſt earneſt prayer, that I may 
never ſo dangerouſly deceive myſelf, as to 
think thou wilt forgive my ſins, if I do not 
forſake them, Let it be my firmeſt belief 
that nothing can recommend me to thy fa- 
vour, if J do not lead an holy and uſeful 


life; and that when I allow myſelf in any 


kind of guilt, even my prayers will be an 
abomination to thee. Enable me ſo to live, 
as always in thy preſence : and ſince all my 
actions and thoughts are known to thee, let 
me neither in deed or will be guilty of any 
thing that can diſpleaſe thee. Enable me to 
improve in virtue and goodneſs; to correct 
in myſelf every bad habit, and to reſiſt every 
vicious inclination, May nothing diſturb 


my 
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my reſt this night. Vouchſafe me ſuch re- 
freſhing ſleep, as may fir me for the duties 
of the following day. Thou alone knoweſt 
how near my death may be; and as every 
day brings me nearer to it, grant that I may 
become every day fitter for it. Proſper all 
who have done me good: pardon all who 
have done me evil: and grant that we may 
at laſt meet in peace and love. in thy everlaſt- 
ing kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 
and Saviour; in whcſe name and words, I 
farther pray: Our Father, which art in 
heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven, Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and 


the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen.“, | 


, 
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O LORD God Almighty! Before the 

thoughts of this world find any place 
in my heart, I defire to lay hold on che firſt 
opportunity, which this day affords to wor- 
ſhip thee my great Creator, and righteous 
Governor. I adore the perfections of thy 
nature and acknowledge thy undeſerved good- 
neſs to me. I bleſs thee for every inſtanceof 
it, through my whole life ; and at this time 
particularly, for the watchful care of thy 
providence, by which I have been ſecured 
from the dangers of the haſt night. Of thee 
alone, as the father and judge of mankind, I 
implore the pardon of every wiltul tranſ- 
greſſion, and of every omiſſion of known duty, 
which I have fallen into, in any part of my 
paſt life; I beg this upon theſe terms only, 
which the holineſs of thy nature aud the de- 
clarations of the goſpel have marked out to 
finful creatures. In thy preſence, O God, I 
acknowledge myſelf to be thy creature, and 


thy ſervant, and a diſciple of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. 
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Chriſt. Conformably to theſe relations, and 
impreſſed with correſponding ſentiments of 
duty, gratitude and intereſt, may I ſincerely 
ſearch out and perforar thy whole will, and 
never deſignedly tranſgreſs thy ſacred laws. 
Proteſfing my entire dependence upon thy 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, I humbly beg 
the continuance of thy tatherly favour and 
love. Detend me, I beicech thee, this day 
from every danger and calamity : guard me 
by the diſpoſitions of thy good providence, 
from all the ways of fin, and lead me for- 
ward in all the paths of virtue and piety, to 
the perfection of a reaſonable and moral 
agent here, and to the happineſs prepared for 
the righteous in the world above. Accept, 
O God, my firſt humble offerings of this 
day, according to the eſſential goodneſs of 
thy own nature, and the declarations of thy 
word by Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


FoR 
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; GOD, my great cre tor, preſerver, and 
benefactor! I approach thee with the 
ſincereſt reverence and humility to pay 
the laſt acknowledgements of this day to 
thee, before my eyes are cloſed with ſleep. 
I praife and magnity thy name for all thy 


merc ies; and particularly at this time for thy 


preſervation of me through the paſt day, and 


for that care and guidance of thy merciful 


ptovidence, which' hath defended mie from 
the numerous evils, natural and moral, with 
which this imperfect world ſo much abounds: 
For all the good and happineſs I enjoy, 1 
render unto thee my unfeigned thank ſgivings; 
and at the ſame time I would take ſhame to 
myſelf for my diſobedience and buſe ingrart- 
tude towards thee. May I truly repent of 
all my wilful imperfections and failings, and 


of all my tranſgreſſions and neglects of thy % 


law and my duty ; and may it pleaſe thee of : | 


thy fatherly goodneſs and mercy, to pardon 


all my paſt ſins. Forgive, I beſeech thee, 3 
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on the terms of thy Son's goſpel, whatſoever 
thou baſt ſeen arnils in my temper and con- 
duct, during the day paſt ; and take me into 
thy care and protection through this night, 
Defend me, if it be thy holy will from the 
deſigns of evil men, and from every hurtful 
and uncomfortable diſaſter. Finally, both 
for myſelf and all in whom I am concerned, 
I pray, heavenly Father, that thy good pro- 
vidence may continually keep us in the paths 
of virtue and piety, and bring us at laſt to 
eternal life and happineſs, according to the 
declarations of thy goodneſs and love to 
mankind, by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Amen, 


PRAYERS ON PARTICULAR SUBJECTS. 


For the Uſe of INDIVIDUALS, 


On Man's NATURAL POWER T0 FIND our 
: GoD. 


Q Eternal and ſovereign ſpirit, who art 
the light and life of the world! I can- 

not but eſteem it an eminent diſtinction, 
which thou haſt conferred upon our nature, 
that we are capable of knowing thee, the 
centre of all perfection, and the ſource of 
all good. Thy works, O God, are im- 
menſe, full of wonder, and demanding ever- 
laſting praiſe. And to vary the ſcenes of 
exiſtence, for the largeſt and moſt diffu- 
ſive communication of good, thou haſt been 
pleaſed to form innumerable other beings, 
beſides mankind, endued with life and 
ſenſe; who, through the imperfection of 
their make, can neither diſcern thy power 
1 which 
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which upholds, thy preſence which ani- 
mates, nor thy kind and gracious influence, 
that chears and comforts their frame, 


But thou haſt implanted a ſpirit in man, 
to which thy almighty inſpiration hath given 
ſuperior meaſures of under{tanding. And I 
pray that this nobleſt part of my compoſi- 
tion may never fink ſo far below its dignity, 
and the end of its peculiar creation; that it 
may never fall into ſuch a ſtate of error and 
wretchedneſs, as to be alienated from thy 
ſervice and honour, Fix in me a ſteady 
conviction, that from my natural capacity 
of knowing thee, my moſt refined pleaſures 
and ſureſt ſupports ſpring ; and that theſe, 
while I am fitly diſpoſed to receive and en- 
joy them, and thou, O God, who inhabit- 
eſt eternity, continueſt to exiſt, can never 
fail. Impreſs theſe thoughts ever upon my 
mind, that all virtue, by reſulting from thy 
all. wiſe conſtitution of nature, is more firm- 
ly eſtabliſhed, as an univerſal and unaltera- 
ble tie; that its beauty and excellence are 

f more 
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more clearly illuſtrated, and its authority 
more ſtrongly inforced, by its being a law 
of thy ſupreme government; that all power, 
honour, otder, every thing great and good, 
every thing lovely and deſirable, are con- 
tained in, and muſt be originally derived 
from, thee. 


And under a deep ſenſe of this moſt ſure and 
important truth, that without the belief of thy 
being, and watchful providence, utter uncer- 
cainty of happineſs, and apprehenſions full 
of dread, muſt be diffuſed throughout the 
whole moral world, I have the higheſt 
reaſon to rejoice, O thou firſt, all- creating 
power, that thy bright and glorious foot- 
ſteps, and the evidences of thy being, in- 
graven in ſhining characters, may be diſ- 
tinctly traced, through every part of the vaſt 
ſyſtem of nature. By the numberleſs effects 
of intelligence and power which I clearly ſee, 
not one of which could be the cauſe of its 
own exiſtence, I am neceſſarily led to ac- 
knowledge and adore thee, as the firſt and 

. univerſal 
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univerſal cauſe, the maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things viſible and inviſible z 
the former of all material ſubſtances, and the 
father of all ſpirits. And as the whole of 
this ſtupendous fabric was thy deſigned and 
free production, fo, to convince us, that every 
thing in it is continually dependent upon thee, 
thou haſt made it, in all its parts, and with 
all its beauties, efficacies, connections, and 
uſes, unfixed. and fluctuating, and ſubject to 
infinite changes; ſo that thou canſt alter as 
thou pleaſeſt, or deſtroy in an inſtant, all 
that thy right hand of power and majeſty 
hath formed. To thee, therefore, would I 
always direct my views, O ſelf-exiſtent God, 
who waſt unchangeably the ſame, before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever the 
foundations of the world were laid, to ſup- 
port my frame, and uphold that being, which 
thou haſt been pleaſed to vouchſafe unto me, 
and to preſerve me, by humble acquieſcence 
and duty, inſeparately united to thee, and in 
the enjoyment of a dignity and happineſs 
ſuited to my rank, for ever. 


Let 
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Let me, with profound devotion, celebrate 
thy praiſe, for the greatneſs of thy majeſty 
and wiſdom, diſplayed in the immenſity of 
the works of nature, their correſpondence to 
each other, their exact proportions ; in the 
exquiſite ſtructure of particulars, and the 
harmonious order, and magnificent compoſi- 
tion of the whole. All thy works, O God, 
praiſe thee: the bleſſed inhabitants of heaven, 
who have been witneſſes to the wonders of 
thy creating might, magnify thee; and may 
all thy rational creatures, as if inſpired by 
one ſpirit, join in this holy act of adoration, 
and ſay, thou art worthy, O Lord, who fitteſt 
upon the throne, and liveſt for ever and ever, 
to receive glory, and honour, and pover. 
For thou haſt created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure they are, and were, created. Amen, 


re. —_—_— ck. _—_— 
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ON THE SAME SUPJECT. 


O THOU great cauſe and author of na- 
ture! Having diſcovered that thou 4%, 
| Ls and 
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and in ſome meaſure, what thou art, I com- 
mit myſelf to thy continual guidance and di- 
rection. Do thou, whole all powerful word 
did at firſt command light to ariſe out of 
darkneſs, aſſiſt my ſincere and humble en- 
quiries, that I may find out more of thee, 
and be led on to diſcern more diſtinctiy, what 
attributes I ovght to aſcribe to thee. Diſpel, 
in part, my ignorance, and thoſe clouds of 
error, that are apt to attend my moit ſerious 
and impartial reaſonings, upon a ſubject ſo 
ſublime, and, in its full extent of glory, ſo 
incomprehenſible. And from what I cer- 
tainly know of thy wondertul works, let me 
learn a rational ſubmiſſion and confidence in 
thee, as to thoſe innumerable other things, 
that at preſent remain concealed from me, 
and wrapped up in darkneſs. Let not pride 
and preſumption miſlead me. Let not low 
and irregular paſſions debaſe and enfeeble my 
underſtanding, Let not any corrupt preju- 
gice darken my mind, and intercept my 
views of ther. Let not ſuperſtition, hy dif- 
turbing my imagination, and alarming my 
| ſears, 
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fears, betray me into any diſhonourable and 
impious conceptions of thee, by placing on 
thy eternal throne of ſupremacy, an idol, 
whom I cannot truly reverence, or an object 
of horror that I cannot love. But be pleaſed 
to grant, O Father of our ſpirits, that, ſo far as 
our faculties can extend, I may ſee thee as 
thou art, and form juſt and worthy notions 
of thy infinite excellence. May my know- 
ledge of thee puiify and elevate my heart, 
and make me partaker of a divine nature. 


And whilſt thy eternity, and ſelf origina- 
tion, aſtonithing and untarhomableattributes! 
fill my foul with admiration and a folemn awe, 
let me not bewilder myſelf in bold corjec- 
tures and vain attempts to explain, what is 
ſo far beyond the utmoſt icope of my rea- 
ſon. But let me be contented with knowing 
this much, and animated to purſue ſteadily 
the great end ot my being, by this plealing: 
reflection, that there is, and will continue to 
be for ever, a wile, jult, and good principle 
of eternal and reliſtleſs power, to preſide 


Over 
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over, diſpoſe, and guide to happineſs, the 
univerſe of rational beings, 


And as thou, O Lord, art in thyſelf, in 
thy eſſential attributes, ſuch let my princi- 
ples of religion always be; deſpiſing all weak 
and trivial mixtures, diſclaiming every thing 
unſocial, every thing glocmy and terrify- 
ing, {unleſs to wilful and incorrigible vice) 
that it may appear in a light, honourable to 
thee, the univerſal creator, and friendly to all 
thy creatures. By a conduct, ſtrictly con- 
formable to the rules of ſuch a religion as 
this, ſo rational, wiſe, and in all reſpects 
worthy of thee, may I find that favour in 
thy ſight, which the light of nature teaches 
me to hope for, and which in the laſt ages 
ef the world thou haſt expreſsly promiſed, 
by Jeſus Chiiſtz through whom I would 
offer up to thee my ſupreme praiſts, aud 
everlaſting homage. Amen. 
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On THE Unity os Gop. 


Thou infinite Creator of the world! 

As thy being, thy eternal power and 
godhead, have, from the beginning of the 
world, been clearly ſeen, being underſtood 
by the things that are made, I likewiſe ac- 
knowledge, that all nature loudly proclaims 
thee to be the only living and true God ; 
God in heaven above, and upon the earth 
beneath, and throughout all worlds; and 
that there is none beſides thee. Thou didſt 
ſtretch out the heavens alone, and hang the 
earth upon nothing; and by reaſon of thy 
neceſſary being, thy independence, and im- 
menſity, thy ſupreme power, and wiſdom, 
thou art capable of creating all poſſible 
worlds, nor can any of thy works be rendered 
more complete, and admirable, 


I therefore, the creature of thy power, 
and thy reaſonable offspring, whom thou 
haſt made capable of celebrating thy praiſes, 

do 
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do moſt humbly adore thee, as only good, 
only holy; as the father of the intellectual 
and moral world, and the bleſſed and only 
potentate, who ruleſt ſupreme over all, and 
who alone haſt immortality. Beth good 
and evil ſpring from thee; thou formeſt the 
light and the darkneſs; thou makeſt peace 
and createſt evil. And all theſe mixed 
ſcenes I humbly acknowledge to be wiſeſt 
and beſt upon the whole z and moſt exactly 
fitted to the different powers, and circum- 
Rances of thy creatures, 


And I devoutly pray, O thou firit and 
greateſt of all beings, abſolutely perfect, that 
to thee alone I may ſolemnly and evertattmng- 
ly devote myſelf, and conſecrate the nobleſt 
powers of my ſoul. Let me not degrade 
thy tranſcendent majeſty, nor ſtain thy 
matchleſs glory, by imagining that any, 
either in heaven, or in earth, can be likened 
to, or compared with, thee, Let my hope 
and confidence ultimately centre in thee, as 
the ſource, from whence all my comfort 

muſt 
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muſt flow; as the original fountain of mer- 
cy and the only ſovereign diſpenſer of happi- 
neſs and miſery to me, and to the whole 
creation. May I approach thy throne for 
greater degrees of wiſdom and purity ; for 
the ſupply of my various wants; to relieve 
and ſuccour me under all my diſtreſſes; to 
overlook my involuntary errors ; to pardon, 
upon my ſincere contrition and repentance, 
my more groſs and heinous crimes; and to 
concur with my diligent and faithful endea- 
vours to ſtrengthen my ſoul; and correct 
every thing that is amiſs; that I may be 
thoroughly purged from all vicious habits 
and paſſions, and may acquire a ſteady and 
invincible reſolution to improve in univerſal 
virtue, and in a nearer and brighter reſem- 
blance of thee. In this way alone, O thou 
only God and Father of all, do I preſume to 
implore thy favour. Do thou graciouſly ena- 
ble me to be a worker together with thee, 
that I may in my inward temper, be ren- 
dered a fit object of thy meicy. Aﬀord me 
the communications of thy grace, only in 

that 
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that meaſure and degree, which is moſt wiſe 
and fit, honourable to thy perfections, and 
conſiſtent with the general rules of thy moral 
government. May 1 venerate and ſtand in 
awe'of thee. May I be contented and pa- 
tient under all events, conſenting to be go- 
verned wholly by thy laws, and acquieſcing, 
with the moſt entire ſubmiſſion, in all the 
diſpenſations of thy providence ; being firm- 
ly perſuaded, that as thou art the ſole, ſelf- 
exiſtent, firſt cauſe, and the uncontroulable 
diſpoſer of all things throughout the univerſe, 
all other powers, all ſecondary cauſes ſubſiſt 
every moment by thy continual influence; 
that there is, and can be, but one ultimate 
end of creation, and providence, purſued 
through the ſeveral periods of time, and to 
all eternity; and that nature, in all its ope- 
rations, and the higheſt and brighteſt orders 
of intelligent ſpirits are only thy miniſters to 
execute thy vaſt deſigns, 


I would therefore rejoice in thee always, 


O thou one ſupreme, whole ſpirit animates, 
and 
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and acts unreſtrained, to the utmoſt bounds 
of all worlds. In thee, O God, I rejoice, 
who maintaineſt one uniform order in the 
government of the moral world, and haſt 
fixed but one univerſal and unchangeable 
law of all rational beipgs; that in every na- 
tion, they that truly fear thee, and, accord- 
ing to the degrees of light and the advan- 
tages which they ſeverally enjoy, work righ- 
teouſneſs, may find acceptance with thee.— 
To thee therefore, with whom alone is the 
fountain of life, who makeſt order to ſpring 
from confuſion, and good from evil, and haſt 
ſo graciouſly eſtabliſhed one certain method, 
by which all mankind may ſecure thy fa- 
vour ; to thee, who liveſt and reigneſt, ever 
one God, I deſire, as thy reaſonable creature, 
and in the name of Chriſt, to aſcribe ſu- 


preme, unrivalled, and everlaſting praiſes. 
Amen. 
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ON THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE DIVINE 
NATURE. 


God, in this imperfect, limited ſtate 

of our knowledge, and ſurrounded as 
we arc with darkneſs, I deſire always to 
ſeek after thee with reverence and humility, 
and to continue my ſearches with ardour 
and earneſtneſs of ſpirit; that I may trace 
ſome of thy footſteps, and get glimmering 
notices of thee, where I can never fully 
comprehend thee. | 


I am, notwithſtanding this, thankful for 
the rank of my nature, which thou halt 
placed amongſt the nobleſt orders of thy 
creatures. And, that I may not err through 
the weakneſs of my reaſon, being placed at 
tuch a diſtance from the light of thy throne, 
may 1 take the utmoſt care never to aſcribe 
to thee any properties, that . have the leaſt 
appearance of limitation or defect. I ſee 
nothing in the whole material world, that 
dan give me the fainteſt idea, or yield the 

| moſt 


drmrruaAlrryr of Go. 135 


moſt diſtant reſemblance, of what thou art, 
or of the ſublime, ineffable manner, in which 
thou exiſteſt. All theſe ſcenes, ſo aſtoniſh- 
ing, grand, and ſplendid, and ſhining with 
numberleſs beauties, are unintelligent, inac- 
tive, fading, tranſitory, and liable to an eg- 
tire decay and diſſolution; and reaſonable 
beings alone bear any impreſſions of thy 
image. I am led therefore, in order to ex- 
preſs in the moſt zuſt and proper manner, 
the exalted veneration, which I have of thy 
matchleſs glory, to adore thee as a refined 
and perfect ſpirit, without wean parts, ſen+ 
ſations, or paſſions, es 
O thou great incompreheaſible, whom no 
man hath ſeen, nor can ſee, whoſe voice no 
one hath heard at any time, nor ſeen thy 
ſhape, tuiter me not to be ſo wilfully infa- 
tuated, as to worſhip thee, who art a pure 
and infinite ſpirit, by ſenſible images, or vi- 
ſible ſymbols of thy preſence and glory, 
which thou haſt not preſcribed. But con- 
ceiving of thee, as incapable of being in the 
M 3 | leaſt 
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leaſt degree impreſt by outward ſhew and 
oſtentation, let me worſhip thee with an en- 
lightened underſtanding, and an uncorrupted 
ſincerity; and recommend all my adorations, 
prayers, and thankſgivings, to thy accep- 
tance and favourable regard, by the purity 
of my ſoul, and the ſtrict and conſtant vir- 
tus and goodneſs of my life. Let all the 
acts of devotion, which I preſume to offer 
up unto thee, not conſiſt in mere bodily 
proſtrations and ſervices, nor in heat of 
fancy, and the raptures of wild enthuſiaſm 
but be ſober, calm, and rational, May they 
be in all reſpects ſo formed, and ſo conduct- 
ed, as to be worthy to be preſented to a 
being of unerring and boundleſs wiſdom.— 
Thus, O Father of my ſpirit, may 1 be of 
the number of thoſe, whom thou ſcekeſt and 
requireſt to worſhip thee. And grant, above 
all, that my moſt ſolemn offices of religion 
may not, by corrupt views, or impure mix- 
tures of diſſimulation and hypocrily, be ren- 
dered an abomination in thy fight ; but let 
me offer up continually holy, ſublime, and 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable through Jeſus 


Chriſt, to thee, O King eternal, immortal, 
and inviſible; to whom belong univerſal 


dominion and glory. Amen, 


On THE OMNISCIENCE OF Gon. 


Lord, moſt wonderful in all thy per- 
fections! As thou art God from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting, and didſt, in the be- 
ginning, lay the foundations of the earth, 
and the heavens are the works of thy hands; 
Jo earth, air, and ſea, and the heaven of hea- 
vens, cannot contain thee, Thou not only 
art, and always muſt be, preſent with every 
part of the real univerſe of beings, and 
wherever any part of thy own creation ſub- 
ſiſts; thy preſerving providence, thy an!- 
mating ſpirit, thy efficacious influence dif- 
fuſed through the whole, not only ſupports 
the worlds that now are; but as thou exiſt— 
eſt in the infinite ſpaces beyond the utmoſi 
M 5 bounds 
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bounds of all worlds, thou muſt be capable 
of unlimited exertions of thy power and 
goodneſs, and of creating new orders of intel- 
ligent beings to praile thee, and to be made 
happy by thee for ever. 


And, as cloſely connected with thy om- 
nip:eſence, I adore thy amazing knowledge, 
which reaches to, perceives with an infalli- 
ble certainty, and thoroughly comprehends, 
all ſubjects that are capable of being known; 
which is completely acquainted with what- 
ever does, or can exiſt; and with whatever 
is, or can be, true, with reſpect to all be- 
ings, and all the properties and circum- 
lances of things. 


I acknowledge, in this reſpect, as well as 
in ail others, the infinite diſtance, that there 
is between thee and us; and that the moſt 
exalted of mankind, from their own expe- 
rience, and the operations of their own 
powers, cannot riſe to the leaſt diſtin con- 
ception of the manner, in which thy infinite 

| under- 
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underſtanding diſcerns the moſt minute 
parts of nature, and much leſs, how it takes 
in at once the vaſt expanſe of the creation, 
and in one view comprehends all the poſh- 
bilities of things. I acknowledge, that by 
what paſſes within myſelf, I can learn little 
more, than that the wonderful ways of thee, 
O God, who art perfect in knowledge, are 
by us infcrutable, and infinitely remote from 
our circumſcribed and ſcanty faculties, I 
deſire therefore, with the deepeſt humility, 
to worſhip before the throne of thy infinity; 
being fully convinced, that I can then only 
entertain worthy and reſpecttul fentiments, 
though fill infinitely diſproportioned to the 
ſubject, when J raiſe thy Divine Omniſcience, 
as far as is poſſible, above the utmoſt ef- 
fonts of all created under ſtanding; and ſup- 
poſe it, in the height, and dep h, and glo- 
rious extent in which thou poſſe ſſeſt it, to 
be incommunicable not to us only, but to 
all finite natures. 


Thy knowledge, O God, s unclouded 
and 
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and univerſal light, in which thou fitteſt en- 
throned ; though with reſpect to us clouds 
and darkneſs are round about thee, Let 
the angels of light praiſe thee, to whom thou 
hait been pleated to communicate more ex- 
tenſive capacities, for diſcovering the won- 
ders of thy omniſcience. And let all man- 
kind chearfully join, to thoſe of the bright 
celeſtial hoſts, that are round about thy 
throne, their fainter and more imperfect 
praiſes: eſteeming 1t their honour, and the 
moſt worthy employment and exaltation of 
their faculties, to bear a part in this glo- 
rious harmony. Let earth unite with hea» 
ven, in rendering the homage that is due to 
thee, whoſe judgements are unſearchable, 
and thy ways paſt finding out. 


Nature, in its moſt hidden receſles, lies 
all unveiled and open to thy view ; ſor ſhe 
is thy creature. All things that now are, 
and the preſent actual ſcene of things muſt 
for ever be entirely ſubject to thy clear and 
infallible diſcernment : thine eyes, O Lord, 

| are 
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are in every place; thou lookeſt to the ends 
of the earth, and ſeeſt under the whole hea- 
ven. Equally known likewiſe, to thy inſ- 
nite underſtanding, are all paſt events: all 
thy own works, and all the deſigns and 


actions of thy creatures, from the beginning 
of the world, 


But, O God, when I carry my devout 
contemplations beyond all this, and adore 
thy ſtupendous omniſcience, not only as 
reaching to all the preſent and the paſt, 
even to the utmoſt limits of the univerſe ; 
but perceiving as diſtinctly, as if they were 
preſent, remote and dark futurities, and 
giving a kind of determinate being, in thy 
vaſt unbounded mind, to all poſſible events; 
— When, O eternal fountain of intellectual 
light and truth, I celebrate with humble 
piety, this matchleſs and ineffable glory of 
thy nature, my faculties are ſwallowed up, 
and in a manner loſt, in ſo deep and im- 
menſe a ſubject. 

| May 
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May theſe thoughts never be eraſed from 
my mind; but impreſs upon me a more ſe- 
nous and awful veneration of thee, the great 

' original, and everlaſting ſupport, of univer- 
ſal life and being. May I be inſpired with 
a ſpirit of holy admiration and praiſe, May 
I be ſtruck with a juſt ſenſe of my own 
meanneſs, and of my being, if compared 
with thee, leſs than nothing and vanity. 
Thoroughly purged from all remains of 
pride and preſumption, may my reaſon' be 
in my opinion ſo debaſed, and in compari- 
ſon with infinity, ſo contracted and deſpicable, 
that I may readily ſubmit to thy guidance, 
and be always diſpoſed to receive thy pure and 
divine illuminations. May my ſpirit be re- 
duced to that proper order, ſo modeſt, calm, 
and teachable, and open to inſtruction, that 
1 may maintain a conſtant, uninterrupted in- 
tercourſe with thee, with whom is no dark- 
neſs at all. And that I, O bleſſed God, to 
whom thou haſt been pleaſed to communi- 

i cate a ray from thy ſupreme intelligence, 
may attain to a greater reſemblance of thee, 

let 
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let me according to my ſeveral powers, ad- 
vantages, and ſtation in lite ſteadily purſue, 
and endeavour to excel in, all important 
and uſeful knowledge. Deliver me more 
completely from the infatuations of indo- 
lence and pride; from the blind and enſlav- 
ing power of prejudice and vice. May the 
improvements of knowledge be delightful to 
my ſoul. Let me prefer the pleaſures of 
underſtanding, which enoble my frame, and 
gratify my moſt refined deſires, enfinitely 
beyond the unworthy, unlatisfying, fleeting 
ſatisfactions of ſenſuality, and a brutal life. 
And do thou preſide over, and direct all my 
enquiries in ſuch a manner, as that I may 
be preſerved from every dangerous and fa- 
tal error, and led to diſcern all thoſe truths, 
which are either neceſſary, or of great im- 
portance, to my happineſs. 


But, above all, I pray, that the increaſing 
light of my mind may have ſuch a bleſſed 
effect upon me, as to produce ſuitable de- 
grees of inward retinement, ſtrength, and 

dignity ; 
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dignity; and to render all my virtues more 
reſplendent and amiable. Let me look up- 
on ignorance itſelf, as the ſoul's nakedneſs 
and ſhame; and upon the corruption of my 
principles of conduct, through wilful igno- 
rance, as its greateſt infelicity.— Theſe my 
Humble petitions I am encouraged to offer 
up unto thee, in comfortable hope of thy 
gracious acceptance, and condeſcending fa- 
vour, O my heavenly Father, who art the 
former of all ſouls, to which thou haſt an 
eaſy acceſs, and canſt guide and influence 
them in various ways, that ate conſiſtent 
with thy wife government of the moral 
world, and with the free exerciſe of their 
natural powers. Amen, 


ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 


1 Defire to continue my acts of devotion, 
and my earneſt ſupplications to thee for 
further help, O Lord, who haſt fearched 


me 
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me and known me. Thou knoweſt my 
down-fitting, and my up- riſing, thou under- 
ſtandeſt my thought afar of, Thou com- 
paſſeſt my path, and my lying down, and 
art acquainted with all my ways; and there 
is not a word in my tongue, but lo! O 
Lord, thou knoweſt it altogether, Let 
theſe conſiderations deeply affect my heart, 
and raiſe, and preſerve in me an habitual re- 
gard to thee, and ear to offend thee. Let 
me never be ſuch a ſtupid and daring ſin- 
ner, as to allow myſelf under thy intimate 
view and inſpection, in the indulgence of 
impure and extravagant paſſions; or in any 
practices, which my reaſon, and thy holy 
and immutable law, condemn, as a ſtain and 
blemiſh to my nature. In fo awful and 
majeſtꝭ a preſence, let me be aſhamed of 
all baſeneſs and diſhoneſty. Let me look 
upon thy approbation and eſteem, as the 
higheſt pitch of glory I can attain to; and 


to ſecure it, trample under foot the applauſes 
of my feilow-creatures, and all worldly ho- 


| nours. Naked and open, as my thoughts, 
N deſigns, 
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deſigns, and works, are to thee, and ſubject 
to thy righteous judgement, let purity of 
thought, circumſpection of ſpirit, and the 
ſtriteſt regularity of conduct, never forſake 
me. May I be ſtrongly convinced, and live 
under the conſtant lively impreſſion, of theſe 
great truths—that no diſguiſes can ſhelter 
from thy eye ; that all arts and colourings of 
hypocriſy are vain; that the darkneſs and 
the light are both alike to thee; nor is 
there any ſhadow of death, where the work- 
ers of iniquity can hide themſelves, 


And, O thou great trier of the hearts of 
the children of men, let not my ſpirits be 
depreſſed, and ſink within me; let not the 
ſtrength and ſteadineſs of my reſolution, or 
the ardor of my zeal for the ſacred cauſe of 
religion, and the honour of thy Jaws aad 
government, in the leaſt abate; however 1 
may be ſuſpected, ſlandered, vilified, and 
unjuſtly perſecuted, by the craft, pride, and 
malice of the ungodly, Let me not by a 


baſe and cowardly renouncing my faith in 
thee, 
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thee, and the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
give occaſion to the enemies of truth and 
mercy (with whom worldly power and gain 
are godlineſs) to blaſpheme and triumph; 
but deſpiſing all their cruelty and terror, 
and deriving, ſo far as I am conſcious of 
my own integrity, inward encouragement - 
and comfort, from the contemplation of thy 
omniſcience, may I be ſtedfaſt and unmove- 


able, and always abounding in the work of 
the Lord. 


And, O God, while I nobly aſſert, and 
with calmneſs, firmneſs, and intrepidity of 
mind, contend for my own freedom and in- 
dependency, but on thee alone, let me ſin- 
cerely abhor, and to the utmoſt of my power 
oppoſe all uſurped dominion over the faith 
and conſciences of others. Keep me from 
being tranſported by a blind, intemperate 
zeal, or an impoſing, violent ſpirit to pro- 
nounce raſh and uncharitable cenſures upon 
the final ſtate of any of my brethren; leaſt 
I incur the heavy guilt of invading thy aw- 

N 3 | ful 
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ful prerogative, before the tribunal of whoſe 
omniſcience only, the hearts of men are 
cognizable, and who alone art able to ſave, 
and to deſtroy— Wherever my lot is caſt, 
and whatever my ſtation and rank of life 
may be, whether public, or private, ſocial, 
or ſolitary z of more enlarged, or contract- 
ed influence ; may I be equally careful to 
diſcharge every part of my duty to thee, my 
father, who ſeeſt in ſecret, 


But let it be my higheſt concern, and the 
principal ſcope of my ambition, and of all 
my endeavours, to fix deep in my mind 
the ſeeds of univerſal goodneſs, and to cul- 
tivate and eſtabliſh pure, benevolent, and 
godlike diſpoſitions; being ſteadily perſuad- 
ed, that no diſpoſition to nicrcy, no gene- 
rous purpoſe formed, though it was not in 
my power to execute it, none of my moſt 
concealed and hidden virtues can eſcape thy 
notice, or fail of receiving from thee their 
due honour, and reward, And becauſe none 
of us can thoroughly underſtand our errors, 

but 
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but we are all of us apt to be miſled by 
blind partiality and ſelf deceit, in the judge- 
ments, which we form concerning our— 
ſelves, do thou, O God, who knoweſt my 


frame ſearch me thoroughly. Illuminate . 


what is dark, calm what is tumultuous, and 
reduce and regulate whatever is diſorderly; 
if there is any wicked way that is connived 
at, any latent feed of iniquity in me, diſco- 
ver it to me, and enable me te root it out, 
and lead me in the way everlaſting. 


I fee, O great and bleſſed God, with con- 
cern and horror, that thy immenſity, and all- 
piercing eye are apt to excite dread and 
averſion in corrupt and vicious minds. 
And, being deeply affected, with what I 
know muſt be the extremely miſerable ſtate 
of a deſolate, fathericſs, and ungoverned 
world of rational creatures, and ſtruck with 
a ſirong ſenſe of compaſſion for theſe fatally 
dcluded finners, I pray that they may be re- 
claimed from this moſt unnatural depravity 
—ſave them, O God, in ſome way or other, 

| N 5 tha 


. — 
: . * 4g 4 — 

* . _ . — 22 - = —— — — — 
AAA . ne 


150 OMNISCIENCE oF Con, 


that is beſt known to thy infinite wiſdom, 


how terrible ſoever it may be to their guilty 


conſciences O fave them, that they periſh 
not, 


And together with them, I allo pray 
moſt earneſtly for myſelf, that my reaſon 
may never be ſo totally darkened, and I 
may never become ſo inſenſible of the moſt 
important ppivileges, and confolations. of 
derived and dependent natures, as to wiſh, 
that it were even poſſible to fly from thy 
vital and efficacious ſpirit, that animates 
and diffuſes beauty, and order, and tenden- 
cies to happineſs, throughout the whole of 
created beings. May I rejoice in the aſſu- 
rance which I have, that thou being every 
where preſent, and the firſt power in the 
univerſe, art able to regulate all affairs in 
all places, and at all times; fo that no con- 
fuſion can poſhbly happen, to perplex the 
plan of thy government, and obſtruct its 


main deſign, 


But 
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But above all, from an ardent zeal for thy 
glory, and an earneſt deſire of the happineſs 
of all my ſcllow-creaturcs, would I mix the 
mot generous and ſublime joy with my 
praiſes, when I conſider the univerſe as thy 
great temple, in every part of which thou 
wilt for ever reſide, to accept graciouſly the 
rational and humble homage of all thy ſin— 
cere worſhippers. To thee, .from this thy 
holy, moſt magn.ficent, and glorious tem- 
ple, may adorations, prayers, and thankſ- 
givings, be continually offered; and may 
all inank ind be ſpeedily viſited by the day- 
ſpring from on high, and brought to join in 
one folemn form of devotion, with one 
heart, and one voice, aſcribing glory to 
thee, as the God of nature, and the God 
and father of Jeſus Chriſt, through him the 
great and only mediator, Amen, and Amen. 
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GOD, who art not only high above 

all human thought, but infinitely ex- 
alted beyond all finite conceptions, I hum- 
bly acknowledge, that thou art in all things, 
and for all the peculiar glorics of thy na- 
ture, moſt worthy to be praiſed, But a- 
mongſt the divine perſections, which by 
their united influence, conſtitute thy con- 
ſummate excellence, and render thy being 
of ſuch vaſt importance and uſe in the 
creation, I am bound in a particular man- 
ner to celebrate thy infinite wiſdom ; which 
is underived, independent, and immutavle 
and in the degree, in which thou poſſeſſeſt 
it, in its abſolute fulneſs, in its neceſſary, 
unalterable perfection, incapable bath of in- 
creale and diminuticn, is thy matchleſs and 
ſole prerogative. I, theretore, moſt juſtly 
adore thee as the only wiſe, and, upon this 
account, the only potentate, and fit to be 


[ acknowledged, as the ſupreme and ſole mo- 


{ narch of the world, 
And 


0 
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And in this thy univerſal rule I have the 
utmolt reaſon to rejoice, when I conſider, 
that thy immenſe and unfathomable wildom 
directs and guides all thy other glorious at- 
tributes, in their great and ſtupendous ope- 
rations ; fo that they all conipire to promote 
the ſame end, and can never interrupt or ob- 
ſtruct each other. Even thy unbounded 
power, O God, which might otherwile fill 
us with dread and confuſion is now become 
a pleaſing object of my contemplations, as I 
am aſſured, that it can never bee xerted, 
but in producing what is fitteſt and beſt, 
And, O thou perfect excellence, infinitely 
lovely and adorable, it is thy goodneſs as ſu- 
premely wiſe; as it is adviſed, and conduct- 
ed, and bounded by wiſdom, that I eſteem 
a rational ground of my molt chearful and 
exalted praiſe; and in Which alone I deſire 
to confide for the defence of the good, 
which I enjoy at prefent, for the ſupply of 
my future wants, and the proviſion of hap- 
pineſs, ſuited to my whole nature, and to 

the 
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the general ſtate and order of the ereation, 
both now, and for ever. 


But, O God, though I would always ac- 
knowledge with profound humility, that it is 
impoſſible for me to form an adequate no- 
tion of thy unerring wiſdom, into the deep 
receſſes of which nothing but itſelf can pe- 
netrate, yet at the ſame time, I am under 
the ſtrongeſt obligations to render thee my 
devout thankſgivings for the evidence, 
which thou haft been pleaſed to afford me, 
that thou art really poſſeſt of this unlimited 
perfection. I bleſs and adore thee, that 
thou haſt ſo dignified my frame, and adorn- 
ed it with ſuch peculiar faculties, as may 
enable me to diſcern the harmony, and invi- 
olable connection of thy ſeveral attributes 
and to diſcover by that means, with ſuffi- 
cient clearneſs and certainty that thou ar}, 
even when with reſpect to degree and ex- 
tent of excellence, I muſt be for ever inca- 
pable of knowing how or what, thou art. 

And 


— 
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And as J am ſure, O God, from the opera- 


tions of my own mind, that there is derived 
intelligence, and have realun to conclude, 


from the general order, and correſpondence, 
and gradual aſcent towards perſection, ob- 
ſervable in all thy other works, that there 
are many different and more enlarged capa- 
cities of reaſon, diſperſed by thy {kilful and 
liberal hands, amongſt higher orders of in- 
telligent beings; in thee, who art the giver 
and diſpenſer of the moſt exalted powers of 
all rational creatures, I, with humble vene- 
ration acknowledge, that there is a ſpring of 
wiſdom, inconceivably beyond the utmoſt 
they are capable of acquiring, by a continual 
progreſs to eternity. And in thee, the firſt 
cauſe and author of univerſal being, I adore 
a fountain of wiſdom, equal to the great 
work of creation; to the producing an un- 
limited extent of intelligent creatures z and 
capable of preſerving the whole in an unin= 
terrupted order, for ever. 


But, O common father of all ſpiritual na- 
ü tures, 
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tures, as thou haſt been pleaſed thus far to 
unvail and maniſeſt thytelf to the pure, natural 
| reaſon of our minds, thou haſt alſo graciouſly 
| adapted the frame of the viſible world in 
| ſuch a manner, as to confirm and ſtrengthen 
| | theſe my inward donvictions. In the general 
| conſtitution of the univerſe, ſo far as it is 
| ſubject to our ſenſes, or falls within the no- 
| 


tices and contemplatiors of the human under- 


ſtanding, I trace the work of thy fingers, 


I behold wonders of wiſdom comprehend- 
| ed in the minuteſt, as well as more obviouſly 
| expoſed, in the greater and more magnificent 


objects, though even there but in faint and 

rude ſketches. The deeper I ſearch, the 

more thy hand appears, and the more I diſ- 

cern of inimitable and incomprehenſible con- 
trivance. In thy marvellous fabric of nature, 

though compoſed of infinitely various parts, 

I ſce nothing but one regular, conſiſtent 

ſcheme. To the glory of thy eternal and 
unlimited wifdom, I fee nothing redundant, 

nothing ſhort and imperſect, in reſpect to the 

general 
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general intent and ſcope of being; nothing 


diſproportioned to its own particular nature 
and deſign. 


Nor are there wanting, O God, among the 
works of nature, particular inſtances of thy 
immenſe wiſdom, the moſt ſplendid and il- 
luſtrious, the moſt engaging and admirable, 
toemploy my ſublimeſt faculties, and afford 
abundant matter for my everlaſting wonder, 
reverence, and praiſe, For it is thou, who 
haſt ordained and fixed the fun in the firma- 
ment of heaven, ſo as to diſpenſe his light 
and heat regularly, and in the moſt exact 
proportions, to its dependent planetary 
worlds. Thou haſt marſhalled all the ſtars 
in the niceſt order, and preſerved them in 
their proper places. Thou haſt laid the 
foundations of the earth, that it ſhould 
not be removed; till the time cometh for 
the diſſolution of the preſent ſyſtem, that 
thy eternal and inexhauſtible wiſdom may 
create new worlds. The whole earth, O 
Lord, I acknowledge is full of thy riches, 

O and 
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and affords moſt glorious proofs of thy in- 
finite ſkill, And I have equal reaſon to 
adore thy wonders in the deep, which thou 
| haſt ſo greatly formed, and with ſuch ama- 
zing art, as to ſtrike the mind at the firlt 
ſight of ir, with a religious awe and vene- 

ration, I praiſe thee, O ſupreme ruler of 

this vaſt and mighty ocean, who haſt mea- 

tured the waters of it in the hollow of thy 

hand; that thou haſt ſet a ſtrict bound, 

which they may not pals over, that they 

turn not again to cover the earth; that thou 

| haſt appointed it to ſupply vapours and 
clouds, fountains and rivers, to adorn the 
earth with verdure and beauty, and for the 
ſapport and refreſhment of all its living in- 
habitan's ; that thou haſt placed in it creep- 
ing things innumerable, both ſmall and 
great beaſts to adminiſter, in various reſpects, 
to the convenience and ſervice of thy rational 
creature, man. And J, above all, praiſe 
thee for this molt illuſtrious effect of thy 
gracious wiſdom, that thou hait made the 
watery regions a means of common ſociety, . 
| and 


* 
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and mutual friendſhip to all mankind, of 
the moſt diſtant nations of the earth. Thus, 
O God, am I inſpired, and ſtrongly ani- 
mated, by conſidering the greatneſs of thy 
works, their admirable compoſition, exqui- 
fite beauties, and harmonious and variouſly 
conſpiring uſes, for the making all to cen.er 
in one common point of univerſal good, to 
magnify thee, the great former and diſpoſer 
of the whole, Mighty art thou, O Lord, in 
wiſdom, and thy thoughts are very deep; 
thou art wonderful in counſel and excellent in 
working, Wiſdom was co-eternal with thee, 
and thou didſt poſſeſs her in the beginning of 
thy ways, before thy works of old, Thy 
glory has been from everlaſting ; and thine 
be the praiſe for ever. Amen, 


ꝙ—à—2—2 8 ͤ—— — 


ON THE SAME SUBJECT, 


Lord, thou haſt eſtabliſhed the world 

by thy wiſdom, and ſtretched out the 
heavens by thy diſcretion. Thou haſt made 
O 3 every 


* 
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every thing perfect in its kind, and beautiful 
in its ſeaſon. And as thou haſt eminently 
diſplayed thy aſtoniſhing {kill in the make of 
man, and eſpecially in his internal frame, 
thou haſt alſo in ſo exact a manner diſpoſed 
and adjuſted-the outward courſe of things, 
that by reaſon of the different relations, or- 
ders and dependencies of mankind, and the 
variety of incidents, and changes which fre- 
quently occur ia human life, there is full 
ſcope given for the trial of every temper, 
and for all godlike, manly, and ſocial virtues 
to exert themſclves in the utmoſt dignity 
and luſtre, 


To thee, therefore, O God, who alone art 
fit to govern thy reaſonable creatures, and 
|| to regulate the affairs of the univerſe, ſo as 
to promote the main end of this thy moral 

government—to thee, I abſolutely refer my- 
ſeif. Do thou be pleaſed to chooſe my ſta- 
tion of life for me. Let thy will bound all 
my deſigns, and regulate all my paſſions; 
If thou determineſt proſperity to be my por- 
| . tion, 
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tion, give me a grateful ſenſe of thy diſtin- 
guiſhing goodneſs; and endue me with that 
temperance of ſpirit, that generous and en- 
larged ſenſe of benevolence, that I may, 
whatever may be my tation, be more exten- 
fively uſeful, and a greater bleſſing to man- 
kind, Let not affluence and plenty make 
me careleſs and luxurious, and devoted to 
purſuits of vanity. Let it not baniſh from 
my breaſt the gentle ſpirit of humanity to 
make way for arbitrarineſs, inſolence, and 
tyranny. Let not any height of wealth or 
honour make me forget, that I am a man, 
and that all mankind are brethren, who, 
through thy infinite wiſdom, are ordained to 
meet together, and both rich and poor, the 
higheſt and the loweſt, to conſlitute one 
great family, of which thou art the common 
father and lord. | 


But if, O thou ſovereign and all-diſpoſing 
mind; if in a world, which, in order to pro- 
duce what is beſt upon the whole, thou haſt 
made ſubject to infinite changes, it ſhould be 

O 5 my 
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my lot to be depreſſed, and to ſtruggle with 
afflictive ſcenes, let me till adore thy wiſ- 
dom; think of thee with reverence and ho- 
nour; and acknowledge all the ways of thy 
providence to be equal and right. With a 
compoſed and patient reſignation, let me ſay, 
Thy will be done. Inſtead of murmuring 
at the ungrateful and undeſirable ſcene, let 
me endeavour to improve it, and acquire by 
means of it greater refinement, firmneſs, and 
conſtancy of mind. When croſſes and diſ- 


appointments befal me, let me not be fo ruf- 


fled and diſcompoſed, as to be inattentive to 
the ſtil] voice of reaſon, and incapable of the 
ſolid ſuppurts and conſolations of religion. 
Let not any of the adverſe occurrences of 
life make me dejected, and deſponding. Let 
me learn from them the vanity of the world, 
but neglect no part of my duty in it. Let me 
be quickened in my aſpirings after, and pre- 
parat,ons for, a happineſs that is more ex- 
alted and durable; more pure, independent, 
and divine. Let me be grave and ſerious 
under theſe humbling diſpenſations of thy 

providence, 
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prov:Jence, but not moroſe, peeviſh, and un- 
ſociable. From what I am called to ſuffer, 
may 1 acquire greater ſoftneſs and tenderneſs 
of ſpirit, towards all that are in diſtreſs, and a 
mere warm and lively feeling of their miſeries. 


G God, thou haſt been pleaſed in thy moſt 
gracious and adorable wildom, to plant in us 
an ardent and unextinguiſhable deſire of hap- 
pineſs, and ſtrong inſtincts to procure it. 
And I thank thee, for having ſo admirably 
adapted the conſtitution of our nature, to the 
chiet and ultimate end of thy creation and 
moral government, But though I am thus 
taught, and ſtrongly incited by thee, O God 
of nature, of my rea ſonable and immortal 
ſpirit, to enquire, who will ſhew us any good, 
and eſpecially, who will direct me to chooſe 
what is fitteſt and beſt for me upon the whole; 
yet as I am utterly unable to determine right- 
ly for myſelf, as to outward appearances of 
good, and particular ſtates and circumſtances 
of life, I moit earneſtly pray, that I may ne- 
ver be allowed to enjoy any thing, that the 

world 
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world is moſt apt to admire, applaud, and 
envy, or that I myſelf may think to be in the 
higheſt degree deſirable, if it would ſpoil my 
temper, or corrupt my integrity. But when 
thou perceivell, that this would be the effect, 
O God, lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon me, to irradiate and purge my mind. 
Look duwn in mercy on thy frail and er- 
ring creature, and either raiſe me to juſter 
and wiſer ſentiments, or diſappoint my fond- 
eſt wiſhes ; and diſpoſe things ſo in the courſe 
of thy providence, that all my endeavours to 
bring this moſt dreadful evil upon mylelf may 
be entirely defeated. And if adverſity be the 
ſchool in which my virtues are moſt likely to 
grow and flouriſh, I pray for that to be my 
portion. I would be nothing, but what thou 


wouldeſt have me to be; do every thing 


thou wouldeſt have me to do; and fuf- 
fer whatever thou thinkeſt fit I ſhould ſuffer, 
I eſteem myſelf highly honoured hy being 
under thy protection, and having all my af- 
fairs over-ruled, ordered, and controuled by 
thy providence, While I moye and act, in 


CO- 
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concurrence with thy unerring wiſdom, I am 
ſure that I am ſafe, and truly wiſe here, and 
that as the neceſſary conſequence of it, I 
ſhall be honourable and happy for ever—To 
thee, O God only wile, who art able to keep 
me from falling, to lead me in the paths of 
truth and rightcouſneſs, and to deliver me 
finally from the dominion of error and vice, 


to thee be glory in the churches, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 


Tre Goopwtss or Gon. 


Thou eternal and inexhauſtible foun- 

taia of mercy, whoſe nature is love, 
and goodneſs itſelf! I deſire to raiſe my 
mind to the higheſt pitch of purity and fer- 
vour, to ſtir up all my rational powers, and 
every ingenuous and grateful affection im- 
planted within me, in order to adore and 
magnify thee, for this ſupremely glorious 


Per- 
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perfection of thy nature, which renders thee 
_ infinitely amiable, and the joy of the whole 
intelligent creation. And while thy abſo- 
lute eternity, omnipreſence, and infinity aſto- 
nith ; thy mere irreſiſtible power is dreadful 
and thy ſtrict juſtice has a ſevere and diſ- 
couraging aſpect, eſpecially to guilty ſinners ; 
I can contemplate thy eternal and all-ani- 
mating goodneſs, thy gracious and modera- 
ting juſtice, thy unbounded mercy, and al- 
mighty benevolence with delightful wonder, 
veneration, and love. 


Glory be to thee, O Lord, who art al- 
ways immutably diſpoſed to diſpenſe the 
wiſeſt and the fitteſt (which to thy infinite 
underſtanding mult always be the ſame as 
all poſſible) good to the whole, and to every 
part of the creation. All the ſcattered com- 
munications of good, that appear in the uni- 
verſe ; all the varieties of excellence; all the 
ample proviſions for happineſs ; all the diſ- 
coveries of a generous and diffuſive benevo- 


| lence, which are diſperſed among the beings 
| : that 
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that inhabit it, are derived from thee, and 
are indeed but a taint ſhadow of that bound- 
leſs perfection, which thou poſſeſſeſt. And 
thou haſt ſo fixed the univerſalframeof nature, 
that when it is not obſtructed, but allowed 


to fulfil its appointed and regular courſe, it 


always tends to good upon the whole. The 
inſtinct of inferior creatures to tenderneſs, 
and bencficent offices I juſtly adore as diſ- 


plays of thy goodneſs, O thou great Creator 
of the world ! 


But, O Lord, as thou art good to all, and 
thy tender mercies are over all thy works, 


ſo I am bound in a peculiar manner to praiſe 


thee for the ſingular care, which thou wert 
pleaſe to expreſs for the happineſs of thy ra- 
tional creation ; and, above all, for the won- 
derful acts of thy loving-k indneſs and mer- 
cy to all the children of men. 1 adore thee, 
not as my creator and father only, bur as the 


merciful fathcr of all mankind, who haſt . 
magnified thy wiſdom and goodneſs in the 


curious frame and ſtructure of my body, in 
reſpect 
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reſpe& to which I acknowledge myſelf to be 
fearfully and wonderfully made; but much 
more, inthe ſublime powers and faculties of my 
mind, formed after thy divine image ; where- 
by I am rendered capable of the refined and 
exalted pleaſures of religion and virtue ; of 
the pleaſures of ſociety, benevolence, and 
friendſhip ; and capable of knowing, lov- 
ing, ſerving, reſembling, and for ever enjoy- 
ing thee, the immutable fountain of life and 
light, of perfection, glory, and bleſſedneſs. 


I likewiſe adore thee as my conſtant pre- 
ſerver, and unwearied, bountiful benefactor, 
the God of my life, and the author of all my 
happineſs, to whoſe unmerited bounty I owe 
any degree of health, which I enjoy in my 
body, the free and regular cxerciſe of the in- 
ward powers and capacities of my mind, 
plenty, peace, and liberty, my reputation, in- 
fluence, and uſefulneſs; and all the neceſſa- 


ries, conveniences, and comforts, which thy 


liberal hand has provided to ſweeten human 
life, tender my paſſage, through this ſtate of 
diſcipliue, 
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diſcipline, and trial, agreeable and eaſy to me. 


Theſe clear teſtimonies of thy goodneſs thou 


haſt been pleaſed to afford me in the preſent 
late, to ſupport and encourage my mind, 
while I am waiting for the fuller manifeſt- 
ations of it in the glorious world above. 


For, to my unſpeakable joy and conſo- 
lation, all nature proclaims thee, and thou 
haſt been pleaſed to tepreſent thyſelf to us, 
not as a God, ſurrounded with inacceſſible 
terrors, and breathing nothing but eternal 
vengeance and deſtruction to all, who have 
been ſo unhappy as to deviate from the law 
and order of their being into paths of vice 
and extravagance; but as one to whom 
judgement is a ſtrange work, averſe from thy 
{lated, unchangeable diſpoſition, unleſs urged 
to it by neceſſary maxims of wiſdom and good- 


neſs; as one in whom fury reſideth not, and 


abundant in mercy ; who doſt commiſerate 
our errors, art deſirous that we ſhould return 
from our backſlidings, and ever ready to ex- 
tend thy pardoning mercy to thy trai!, dege- 

| P nerate 
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nerate creatures, upon their ſincere repentance 
and refot mation. And I deſire to raiſe and 
refine my praiſes (that they may in ſome mea- 
ſure be worthy to be joined to thoſe of angels 
and archangels, and the innumerable hoſt of 
heaven) for the unſpeakable gift of thy only 
ſon, to ſave thy people from their ſins ; and that 
thou art in Chriſt Jeſus, reconciling the world 
unto thyſelf, not i mputing unto penitent ſin- 
ners, their treſpaſſes. Who can ſufficiently 
declare thy marvellous works of goodneſs, 
and compaſſion, O God? Who can utter all 
thy praile ? 

While I enjoy all theſe innumerable and 
unmerited favours, the free gifts of thee, O 
munificent parent of good, let me not darken 
and diſtreſs my mind, by entertaining any 
diſhonourable and ungrateful ſuſpicions con- 
cerning thy infinite goodneſs. Let me not be 
:nſenſible of the mercies, by which I am en- 
compalled, enlivened, comforted, and redeem- 
ed from fin and miſery. Let me not, from 
my ignorance of the views of providence in 
particular events, object againſt the whole ad- 

miniſtration 
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miniſtration of it , nor be ſo abſurdly vain and 
arrogatæ, as to pretend to ſubſtitute in the room 
of any of the works which thou, O God, haſt 
wrought, a wiſer and more effectual method 
of communicating the greateſt good upon the 
whole. But may this part of thy divine charac- 
ter, which ſupplies univerſal life to the creation, 
diffuſe its warmth, and quickening influences, 
throughout all mankind; exciting all to the 
higheſt refinement of their moral and ſocial 
powers. Let it, according to its natural ten- 
dency, produce, in the virtuous, an increaſing, 
generous ardor and delight in doing good ; a 
reformation of manners, in the degenerate ; 
confidence of mercy in the penitent; and 
calm reſignation and hope, in the afflicted. 


And for myſelf in particular, I moſt hum- 
bly pray, that a deep and efficacious ſenſe of 
thy ſtupendous goodneſs may remain upon 
my heart, and be a principle of conſtant and 
chearful obedience to thy holy laws. May I 
love thee above all, as a being ſupremely ex- 
cellent. Let not my love of thee be a groſs 

F 2 and 
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| ; 
and ſenſual affection, wholly proceeding from 
warm and lively ſpirits, and raptured paſſions ; 
but pure and intellectual. My underRand- 
ing being fully enlightened, and eſtabliſhed 
in juſt and worthy conceptions of the, let me 
prefer thee to all other beings, and centre my 
ſupreme complacency if thee, And let the 
foundation of this high eſteem be not merely 
particular inſtances of favour and mercy con- 
ferred upon me, but the eſſential goodneſs of 
thy nature, Let me raiſe my love of, and 
delight. in thee, into truly generous and diſ- 
intereſted diſpoſitions, by chiefly fixing their 
ground in thy infinite benevolence; which 
always inclines thee, O univerſal parent, to 
adminiſter 1mpartial juſtice to all, without 
reſpect of perſons; to communicate happi- 
neſs, not to any arbitrarily diſtinguiſhed, and 
choſen to be favourites, but in the moſt equit- 
able and fit proportions, to the univerſe of thy 
rational creatures. But above all, O God, 
grant that I may be trarsformed into a re- 
ſemblance of thy mercy. May I endeavour to 


tranſcend the character of a merely righteous, 
and 
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and riſe above it, to that of a good man, tender 
hearted, ſympathizing, and univerſally bene- 
volent, May I be a true lover of my coun- 
try, and the friend of ali mankind. May my 
ſoul be ſo enlarged and diffuſed, as to com- 
prehend, within the ſcope of its good wiſhes 
at leaſt, all beings capable of happineſs, May 
I 1mitate thee, O father of mercies, and God 
of ail comfort, by relieving the diſtreſſed, in- 
ſtructing the ignorant, confirming the doubt- 
ing and irreſolute; and endeavour to remove, 
in all with whom I converſe, needleſs fears 
and anxieties, by promoting worthy and ami- 
able apprehenſions of thee ; that being free 
from all ſuperſtition, they may rejoice in thee 
as their father, at the ſame time that they 
prepare with awful reverence to meet thee, 
as their omniſcient and impartial judge. 


O moſt gracious God, enable me to allay 
every uneaſy ferment, and to ſubdue every 
turbulent and injurious paſſion ; that being 
inſpired by thy divine ſpirit, I may abhor al 
malevolence and cruelty, all rancour and ma- 
P5 lice, 
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lice, all pride and oppreſſion, and all deſires 
of revenge. May I be diſpoſed to love my 
enemies, do good to thoſe who hate and per- 
ſecute me, that I may prove myſelf the genu- 
ine child of thee my heavenly father, who doeſt 
good even to the evil, and the unthankful; who 
cauſeſt thy ſun to riſe on the good, and on the 
bad, and ſendeſt rain on the juſt, and on the 
unjuſt, O God, thou art the father of the 
rational world, who didit form them all for 
happineſs; and thou didſt intend all inferior 
creatures, who are capable of pleaſure and 
pain, for good upon the whole, adapted to their 
reſpective natures: I deſire to concur with thee, 
in doing my utmoſt to advance this great end 
of thy creation and providence. Do thou aſſiſt 
me in forming, and make me vigorous and 
unwearied in executing, the moſt noble and 
extenſive ſchemes of public and private uſe- 
fulneſs. May I ftrive to the fulleſt extent of 
my power, to make all around me eaſy and 
happy. And as thou haſt implanted in me 
natural and unextinguiſhable ſympathies, and 
ſoft relentings of heart,at all appearances of evil 

and 
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and miſery, may I always cheriſh this divine 
diſpoſition z and eſteem it my moſt worthy 
employment, and my moſt exalted pleaſure to 
baniſh, as much as in me hes, vice and all 
real evil out of the world. Animated by ſuch 
a ſpirit as this, may I experience a conſtant 
ſource of dignity, and of refreſhing joy and 
tranquility within. And finding myſelf raiſ- 
ed, and elevated to a nearer reſemblance of 
thee, may I be always prompted to aſcend 
ſtill higher, towards the perfection of my na- 
tore; till at laſt I ſhall be cloſely and for ever 
united to thee, O thou God of love, from 
whom all happineſs flows; and to whom be 
rendered, by all beings endued with reaſon, 
all honour, obediegce, and grateful ſervice, 
both now and for ever. Amen, 


we 
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A PRAYER for the Uſe of a Perſon deeply affefted 
with a Senſe of the Imperſeftions of his Character. 


, () My God, how faint are my views of thy 


infinite perfection and glory]! How 

little do 1 feel of that adoration and praiſe, 
that love and confidence, which are indiſpen- 
fably due unto thee! Though thou haſt 
preſented to my view part of the great frame 
of nature, which is a ſtanding monument, a 
perpetual remembrancer, of thy creating 
power, thy marvellous witdom, and eternal 
Godhead; though thou haft made me capable 
of contemplating the wondrous fabric of the 
heavens, whoſe auguſt magnificence, immea- 
ſurable extent, and beneficial influences on 
this lower world, afford me ai once a lively 
repreſentation and convincing evidence of thy 
infinite glory, thy boundleſs immenſity, and 
diffuſive benignity ; though thou haſt placed 
me here in an apartment of thy world, where 
I ſee thy inexhauſtible power and munificence 
perpetually employed in railing vp, ſupport- 
Ing, 
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ing, and providing for innumerable families 
of thy creatures around me; though thou haſt 
given me an organized body, bearing the 
ſtrongeſt marks of divine wiſdom and kind 
intention in every part of it; though thou haſt 
placed a noble inhabitant within, whoſe fa- 
culties and diſpoſitions, with a capacity of 
endleſs improvement in knowledge and vir- 
tue, are the ſureſt proof and trueſt image here 
below of thy infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; 
nay, though thou haſt favoured me with a 
revelation of thy will, containing the cleareſt 
and moſt expreſs diſcoveries of thy perfections, 
and of what adoration, praiſe, and confidence 
are due to them; yet, alas! all theſe various 
and ſtriking manifeſtations thou haſt given 
me of thyſelf, make but very feeble and 
tranſient impreſſions upon my heart. The in- 
ſignificant and tranſitory pleaſures, riches, and 


hoaours of this world employ my under- 


ſtanding, ſtrike upon my imagination, and 


captivate my heart; while thy perfect excel- 


tences, thy unbounded goodneſs, and eternal 
providence, are either entirely diſregarded by 
me, 
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me, or thought upon with a ſtupid coldnefs 
and indifference, | 


O heavenly father! Give me ſuch clear 
and affecting views of thy ſupreme glory and 
excellence, as ſhall kindle that flame of love 
to thee, in my breaſt, which ſhall never be 
extinguiſhed, but burn ſtronger and ſtronger 
every day. Penetrate my heart with fuch a 
deep ſenſe of all thy mercies to me, and of thy 
conſtant bounty to thy whole creation, as 
ſhall tir up all that is within me to bleſs and 
praiſe thy name for ever and ever, Eſtabliſh 
my ſoul in ſuch a firm perſuaſion of the in- 
finite goodneſs and wiſdom of thy univerſal 
and everlaſting providence, as ſhall engage 
me to throw myſelf, and all my great inte- 
reſts, upon it, with a boundleſs confidence, 


Thou haſt ſurrounded me here with my 
fellow-creatures, the children of thy family, 
and made me capable of exerciſing kind af- 
fections towards them; of rejoicing with 
them in their proſperity; of ſympathiſing 

with 
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with them in their adverfityz and of per- 
forming kind offices to them 1n every ſtate : 
bur, alas! how often have I failed in this 
part of my duty ! I am conſcious to myſelf that 
my friendly affections, at beſt, are but too 
weak and limited, frequently interrupted, 
ſometimes overcome, by the workings of the 
ſelfiſh and intereſted paſſions. O great Father 
of all, who art love and dwelleſt in love, 
teach me to imitate thy perfect and univerſal 
goodneſs, Enlarge my heart to embrace the 
whole human kind. Make me feel a per- 
petual flow of good will to all thy children 
around me, Check the growth, nay kill the 
ſeeds of all malice, envy, and ill will in my 
boſom. Raiſe me to that happy ſtate, in 
which I ſhall forget myſelf, and place my 
chief delight in ſpreading peace, joy, and 
happineſs, all around me, to th: utmoſt of 
my power. 


O thou righteous Judge of all the earth, 
who renderelt to every one according to his 
works, when I take a calm ard ferious re- 

view 


180 PrRoG?tEss IN VIR TUR. 


view of all the motions of my heart and ac- 
tions of my life, I muſt acknowledge with 
deep regret, that I find many things which I 
cannot approve; nay many things for which 
I am ſelf-condemned, and which I cannot 
call to my remembrance, without feeling the 
peace of my mind ſenſibly diſturbed, and the 
awful dread of thy diſpleaſure ſtrongly 
awakened, 


Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and 
truth; forgive all my follies and tranſgreſ- 
ſions, and deliver me from the ſad conle- 
quences of them, in the preſent and in a fu- 
rare ſtate. Whatever moral imperfeCtions 
are ſtill remaining in me, direct me to the 
knowledge of them, and to the proper means 
of removing them. Whenever [ wander 
from thee, thou eternal fountain of light and 
life, ſhew me my error, though it ſhould te 
by fatherly correction; let pains or forrews 
bring me home, but never leave me to my- 
ſeif, Carry me ſtill forward, O heavenly 

Fa- 
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Father, by all the methods of thy provi- 
dence and grace, in the paths of righteouſ- 
neſs, till I become fit to be tranſplanted in- 
to that world, where I ſhall no more bewail 
the darkneſs of my underſtanding and the 
wanderings of my heart, but where I ſhall 
love thee entirely, rejoice in thee tri- 
umphantly, and celebrate thy praiſes to all 
eternity, Amen. 


* 


— 


A PRAYER fox THE USE OF A PERSON IN 
AFFLICTION. 


CY SUPREME, but gracjous ſovereign 
7 of all nature, whoſe tender mercies ate 
over all thy works, without whoſe notice 
and permiſſion not a ſparrow falleth to the 
ground; thou Lord of the univerſe and Fa- 


ther of the children of men, before thee L 
would now humbly and reverently bow. 


Thy uncontroulable ways are to be adored. 
Who can fathom the counſels of thy wiſ- 
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dom? Who can underſtand thy vaſt, com- 
prehenſive deſigns? Amidſt a variety of 
ſorrowful thoughts, under the preſſure of 
affliction, I look up to thee, as to that be- 
ing, who formeſt the light and createſt dark- 
neſs, who makeſt peace and createſt evil. 
To thee, O Lord, © who at thy pleaſure 
* canſt exchange the one for the other, 
« canſt turn the brighteſt noon into mid- 
** night, and the darkeſt midnight into noon, 
I would now look up and addreſs myſelf.” 


I am the creature of thy hands; I am at 
the diſpoſal of thy providence ; every thing 


that I have is dependent upon thy will; all 


my bleſſings have flowed from thy tree 
goodneſs, and the continuance of them 1s 
under the direction of thy wiſdom and bene- 
volence. Thy mercies are ever ready to be 
beſtowed upon me. In the time of need 
thou art a very preſent help; in the hour of 
affliction thou art a refuge. To ther are 
known the anxious thoughts of my heart; 
and with compaſſion doſt thou behold the 

An- 
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anguiſh of my ſpirit. I would maintain a 
hope of thy gracious preſence, and of thy 
never failing mercy. I adore and praiſe thy 
goodneſs, which hath invited me to fly to thee 
in all my diſtreſſes; and in every thing, by 
prayer and ſupplication, to make known 
my requelts, 


In this time of my affliction I addreſs my- 
felf to thee, my Father in heaven, my al- 
mighty and merciful Father, who art po- 
ſeſſed of every perfection to engage love 
and encourage confidence. May I find 
in thee all ſcaſonable and effectual ſup- 
port; and now experience all the conſo- 
lations, which faith in thy divine perfec- 
tions, and truft in thy promiſes, can afford. 
Teach me to acquieſce in the appointments 
of thy providence, Teach me to bow with 
filial reſignation to thy will, as always di- 
rected by unerring wiſdom and paternal 
goodneſs. Help me with ſincerity, to adopt 
the language of ſubmiſſion, ſaying, It is 
the Lord, good is his werd; righteous are his 


Q 3 judge- 


184 UxpER AFFLICTION. 


judgements; and merciful is his diſcipline.” 
Inſtruct me to regard the affliction with 
which I am now vilited, as the chaſtening 
of a tender father, intended for my benefit ; 
and may it be ſo improved as to anſwer the 
end for which the children of men are 
brought into heavineſs. May it draw me 
nearer to thee, and ſtrengthen a devotional 
temper, May it leave on my heart a ſerious 
conviction of the uncertainty of all earthly 
bleſſings, moderate my attachments to this 
world and its beſt objects, and raiſe my views 
above it. May faith, patience, and divine 
truſt be in perfect exerciſe. May my ar- 
dent deſires and hopes extend forward to the 
eternal happineſs, to the perfect joys of a 
better world, even. a heavenly one, May 
I be enabled, while my mind is oppreſſed 
with grief, or care, to preſerve a ſpirit of 
love, gentleneſs, and meeknelſs to all around 
me, and even of candour. and forgiveneſs to 
thoſe, by whom I may, at any time, ſtiffer 
loſs or pain. May my affliction ſoften and 
meliorate my heart, and incline me to feel the 

. for- 
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ſorrows of others, and ſympathize with them 
in their diſtreſs. Number me, O gra- 
cious Father of my ſpirit, among the wife 
and happy perſons, whom while thou 
chaſteneſt thou teacheſt out of thy law. 
Sanctify my affliftion, that it may advance 


my holineſs, and virtue, and beſt happineſs; 


ſupport me under it by thoſe conſolations, 
which are not few or ſmall; and when it 
ſhall ſeem fit to thy wiſdom, deliver me out 
of it, Though ſalvation may tarry, may [ 
patently wait for it, perſuaded, that lighr is 
fown for the righteous, and gladneſs for the 
upright in heart, Suffer not, under any 
length of afflition, my fortitude, patience, 
and hope to fail, Though my forrows. may 
be heavy upon me, though my grief may 
endure ſtill, ſtill may I truſt in thee, as my 
God and my Father. | 


May no weight of ſorrow, no burden of 
cares, no loſs or grief cauſe me to forget 
that goodneſs which hath followed me to 
this moment, or the bleſſings with which I 
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am ſurrounded, or the conſolations which 
cheer my heart. Precious have been thy 
thoughts to me : great is the ſum of them. It 
is of thy mercies that I am not conſumed, 
Many are the bleſſings of my preſent lot, 
and of the preſent moment. Above all 
may I be ſenſible of my ſpiritual bleſſings, of 


_ that hope of eternal life by Chriſt Jeſus, 


of which I am a partaker. Help me under 
all my afflictions ſtill to maintain my faith, 


| hope, and joy in thy gocdneſs. Help me 


to look beyond the days of forrow, the af- 
flictions of time; help me to look forward 
to that ſtate, where all tears ſhall be wiped 
away from the eyes and all anxietics ſhall be 
baniſhed from the heart, May my foul 
ſtretch its wings, in expectation, to that 
bleſſed hour, when purified by the af- 
flictions of time, I ſhall, according to thy 
infinite mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, riſe to the 
world of perfection and bliſs, where all. wall 
be well, eternally well, and where I ſhall 


triumph in the fulneſs of joy tor ever more. 


Amen, 
A 
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A PRAYER FOR A PERSON IN PROSPERITY, 


Or on Occafion of any great Succeſs, 


(_ ſovereign of the world, the be- 
nevolent diſpoſer of all events, the 

moſt high God, who art the poſſeſſor of 
heaven and earth! All that is in heaven and 
in earth is thine. The world is thine, and 
the fulneſs thereof, With thee is the foun- 
tain of life, I adore and worſhip thee, as 
the author of every good and perfect pift. 
All creatures receive from thee their meat 
in due ſeaſon: that which thou giveſt them 
they gather, Thou openeſt thy hands, they 
are filled with good. Thou adorneſt the 
flowers of the field. Thou feedeſt the birds 
of the air, All my ways are directed by 
thy wiſdom. Thou chooſeſt for me my 
inheritance ; and from thy inexhauſtible ful- 
neſs, from thy, benevolent. proviſions of 
ſuitable and daily bleſſings, are my wants 
ſupplied. | 
On 
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On the review of that happineſs which 
ſurrounds me, of the ſucceſs and proſperity 
which is my portion, 'may my heart over- 
flow with every ſentiment of adoration and 
gratitude, My table is ſpread with thy 
gifts: my cup runneth over; and I have a 
goodly heritage. Not unto me, O Lord, 
but unto thy name be the praiſe, I refſle& 
on my various enjoyments, and my heart 
riſeth up unto thee, as the ſource of all 
my happineſs, I would acknowledge, with 
a ſerious convidion of the inſufficiency 
of man for his own happineſs, that the race 
is not always to the ſwift, nor the battle to 
the ſtrong, nor bread to the wiſe, nor riches 
to men of underſtanding, nor yet favour to 
men of ſkill, I would make my humble, 
my thankful boaſts in thy fupreme provi- 
dence: in thy government ar.d henevolence 
would I glory. Thou, O Lord, makeſt 
rich. Thou lifeſt up. Riches and honour 
come from thee. In thy hand it is to make 
great and to give ſtrength and ſucceſs, 


O thou 
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O thou fuſt, thou beſt of beings, from 
whom all good flows, let my foul, let all 
that is within me praiſe and extol thee. 
When J meditate on the excellencies of thy 
nature, on the rich and conſtant communi- 
cation of good fiom thee, I ain filled with 
admiration and aſtoniſnment. To thy boun- 
ty I owe all my bleſſings, Better than my 
fears haſt thou been unto me, and beyond 
my hopes haſt thou bleſſed me. The en- 
zoyments of every day and every hour, the 
ſucceſs of my undertakings, the Jarge ſhare 


L have in the accommodations of life, the 
continuance and increaſe of my fortune, 


daily remind me of thy goodneſs ; a good- 
neſs great and unmerited, What am I, that 
thou ſhouldeſt thus viſit me with thy favour 
and mercy ? What am I, that thou ſhouldeſt 
not only raiſe me above want, but ſupply 
me with an affluence of the things of this 
life. Not unto my prudence, not to my 
exertions, not to my claims on thy regard, 
but to thy name be all the praiſe, 


May 
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May I receive all my temporal bleſſings, 
as inſtances of thy kindneſs and beneficence. 
May I always look upon them as coming 
from thee, as the gifts of thy free bounty, 
and derived from thy inexhauſtible fulneſs, 
May I employ them as talents, which thou 
entruſteſt to me to be the means of advancing 
my ſpiritual perfection, of glorifying thy 
name, and of promoting happineſs around 
me. May I enjoy proſperity and ſucceſs 
with innocence and moderation. May my 
alms, together with my prayers, come up 
as a memorial before thee. May I imitate 
the goodnels and beneficence in which I re- 
Joice, and, to my utmoſt power, be that 
friend and benefactor to others, which thou, 
my heavenly Father, art to me. In the en- 
joyment of the good things of this life may 
I hold communion with thee, my God, look- 
ing upon them as tokens of thy love, and as 
pledges of nobler bleſſings referved for thy 
ſervant in another world. May I ſerve thee 
with gladneſs and joyfulneſs of Heart for the 
aburdance of all things. 

To 
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To all the bleſſings, to all the ſucceſs 
with which thou haſt crowned my purſuits, 
I humbly pray unto thee, the Father of 
ſpirits, to add this greater bleſſing, the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a pious, moderate, and found mind, 
May purity and virtue heighten all my enjoy- 
ments. Preſerve me from being elated with 
pride, or overcome with p'eaſure. Preſerve 
me from that groſs ſenſuality, that levity of 
diſpoſition, and that inſolence of deportment, 
which would wound the hearts of others, and 
diſgrace my ſtation. By affability and con- 
deſcenſion, temperance and ſobriety, by the 
command of my appetites, and by a ſteady, 
religious regard to the great duties of life, 
may I act in a manner worthy of my ſucceſs, 
and adorn my proſperity. 


Never, O thou ſovereign of all, never may 

I forget my dependence on thee, or the obe- 
dience, which, as much as the meaneſt below 
me, I owe to thy laws. Mayeſt thou ever 
be a witneſs to my moderation, humanity, 
and charity. Guard wy heart from a vain 
ſe- 
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| ſecurity and confidence in my preſent poſſeſ- 
fions, or in my moſt flattering proſpects, 
Make me ſenſible of the inſtability and un- 
certainty of all human things, Not 1a un- 


certain riches, not in periſhing honours, but 


in thee, the living God, who giveſt us all 
things richly to enjoy, may I put my truſt 
and hope. Teach me to expect a change in 
my circumſtances, and to prepare for it. 
Fortify my mind, by the principles of faith 
and piety, to meet and ſupport adverſity. 
In the fulneſs of all things may J rejoice 
with trembling. Shouldeſt thou hide thy 
face, may I bow to thy diſpoſals wich humi- 
lity and ſubmiſſion, While I am exalted, 
may gratitude warm my breaſt, and devo- 
tion conſecrate my felicity. If 1 ſhould be 


made low, in patience may I poſſeſs my 


ſoul, Under all events may I lay up all 
my treaſure, not on earth but in heaven; 
there may my affections be; thither may 
my ardent deſires aſpire, May the hope of 
immortality improve all my other enjoy- 
ments, And by doing good, by being 

rich 
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rich in good works, by a readineſs to diſtri- 


bute, and a willingneſs to communicate, 


may the proſperity in which I now rejoice, be 
made a bleſſing to all around me; and in 
due time, may I lay hold on eternal life, 
and the bleſſings of earth and time be ſuc- 
ceeded and crowned with thoſe of heaven 
and eternity, according to the riches of thy 
grace in Chriſt Jeſus, Amen. 


APRAVYEA FoR ASSISTANCE TO FULFIL THE 


Dorfes oF SOCIAL AND DOMESTIC Coxn- 
NECTIONS. - 


Gracious God, the moſt benevolent of 

all beings, I bow before thee as the 
Father of all the families in heaven and 
earth. Thou haſt made of one blood al! 
the nations of the earth. Thou placeſt the 
ſolitary in families. Thy wiſdom and good- 
neſs have united us together by the various 
R ties 
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ties of life, and thou calleſt us to fill up 
our diſſerent ſtations in the world with 
probity and beneficence of conduct. Thy 
providence extendeth to all ranks and con- 
ditions of men. Thy eye is over us in all 
circumſtances, Thou obſerveſt our temper 
and behaviour in the different relations in 
which we ſtand to one another; and thou wilt 
render to every man according to his deeds, 


May theſe views of thy univerſal, righ- 
teous government, giving laws to direct us 
in ſocial and domeſtic life, and requiring 
from us, under the awful ſanctions of thy 
final judgement, fidelity and kindneſs in 
every relation, always ſeriouſly affect my 
mind and have a datly influence on my be- 
haviour to all around me. 


O God, who art love and dwelleſt in love, 
above all things, I pray that thy law of love 
may be written in deep and laſting characters 
on my heart, and that I may be effectually 
inclined to keep it, Poſſeſſed and animated 

by 
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by the ſpirit of love, may I act with integrity 
and benevolence in my ſtation, and diſcover 
the true ſpirit of piety and goodneſs in all 
the relations of life. Aſſiſt me to preſerve 
a purity of character and kind, amiable man- 
ners, not in the worid only, but in the houſe 
in which I dwell, and towards every one in 


the family, of which 1 am a member, May 


they, who are molt conſtantly with me, have 
reaſon to approve the chriſtian temper of 
meekneſs, humility, and kindneſs, ſhowing 
itſelf in my words and actions. May I af- 
ford to them an inſtructive example of all 
that is equitable, affectionate, and obliging. 
May 1 avoid all anger, and put on meekneſs 
under the greateſt injuries and provocations. 
Though the behaviour of others ſhould be 
unkind and irritating, may I be able to per- 
ſerve a mildneſs of ſpirit and a gentleneſs of 
manners. May neither the heavier afflic- 
tions of life, nor the various cares and la- 
bours of my particular ſtation, nor the infit- 
mities and follies of thoſe around me, nor 
the little croſs occurrences of the day,—may 
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none of theſe things throw me off my 
guard, or betray me into a language or de- 
partment, unbecoming the diſcip:e of the 


meek and humble Jeſus, or inconfiſtent with 


the chriſtian law of love. May I ſeriouſly 
remember, that to thee, the righteous Judge, 
to thee, the great Father of the family of 
mankind, I am accountable for my conduct 


and temper in the ſtation, which thy provi- 


dence hath aſſigned me. May I fo behave 
myſelf towards thy houſehold, that I may be 
able to give up my account with the humble 
hope of thy acceptance. Cheriſhing in my 
heart a fincere good will and fervent charity 
to all my fellow creatures, who are thy. olt- 
ſpring, may I never be, wanting in the diſ- 


charge of the duties, which belong to my 


particular. relations. In each of thoſe rela- 
tions* may I be upright, peaceable, and af- 
fectionate, as the precepts of thy goſpel re- 
quire and riſing circunſtances may dictate. 


May the ſame mind be in me, which was in 
Chriſt 


* Here may be added, as the ſituation of the PO; may 


diate, one or more of theſe expreſſions, viz. 
As Huſband or Wite, Parent or Child, Mafter or Servant.“ 
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Chriſt Jeſus, who came not to be miniſtered 
unto, but to migiſter, and to give his life 
for our ſalvation. May I meditate, O God 
of love and peace, on thy forbearance ard 
benevolence, till I ſhall be moulded to the 
reſemblance of thy long-ſufering and good- 
nels. May I reverence the command of 
love, which Jeſus our divine maſter taught. 
May my heart and manners, formed by 
theſe principles, adorn the profeſſion of 
that faith, which worketh by love, and dif- 
fuſe peace and comfort and joy around me. 
And by the cultivation and exerciſe of every 
good and generous diſpoſition, in the daily du- 
ties of domeſtic life, may I become fit for that 
happy kingdom, for that holy family above, 
where love, and peace, and joy will for 
ever reign. For the expectation of this 
kingdom, to which*thy mercy and promiſes, 
in Chriſt Jeſus, have raiſed us, ardent 
praiſes be given unto thee, the Father of us 
all, through all ages. Amen. 
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